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Date: 24 March 1900

Birmingham Post

Opposition: Aston Villa

Competition: League
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IIVERPOOL v. ASTON VIILA
In viow of the much-ipproved form sbown by
tho Liverpool t2am in ibeir recent games, ooil-
sxderable tnterest was manifested in e retn
gamy baiwean tho above cluhe 2k i
Liverpoo] were minus Raybould, who was axjured
e provions weok, whilet the Villa wers repre
scted by precisely the sume team that defeated
the Anficd Cinib in the me of the charn-
Plonalip qus' season, 'l'?tel iollowing wg ro
respective snies —Ldiverpool: *xins, 3
Go)pd.?é aond 'Denlep, becks; Wilsou, i‘s.-beok.
and W. Goklis, hall‘backs; Oox, Morgan, Sai-
torchwaite, Walker, and taon, forwarda
Aslon Viia: George, goul;
backa; Bowman, Cowan,
packs: Atbersmmith, Dewey, Garrity,
aod Sodth, forwands, Liverpool commanoed, :
inmeiistaly forced the play, Robarison seading
beaind. A clever movemait on the left wing was
gnoslet by offzide play, and the Vika frome rank
pearing down, Dumiop relieved with a timely
ik, iive:'pOOI were the moro yroganeus, and
Beoorge had w st a.mgrom Hobertsonr, but the
Vila rowalisted, and Bowman sent wide. The
Y Poglnmhad m)e.l:ledaaw header&fgé
e :
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Garraddy, Wheldon sent just oul
Ciever play by the Liverpool fo wae
checked by Spenoer, and as the inlesval ap-
e, ften, e resumpon, She Vil
tailed 10 s0Ore, Tesum ilia
snowe(] better form, but the Liverpool malves
leid them woll in Gand. After ten manubes’ plas
Waellon centred, and Devey leaded past Per-
kips, whus scosng waat proved o be the only
goo! of the mateh. Liverpool aitacked strongiy
ajter thia reverse, and gleared thrice in
quick €acoession {rom corners, the play continn-
ing 10 ba evenly and stubboraly contesied. The
Vils were pesned in their own half, but, owzns
to the sound defence of their bacis, Liverpoo
raroly got within shooting range. Interesting
exchanges in midfeld prevailed, and the Liver-
poo! backs dealt eficiently with every effors of
their opponente. Alded by the fige work of
their halves the Liverpool forwards made several
dutermined efforts, and but for the chever defence
of Spencer and Bvans must undoubledly have
oqualised. As it was, they were unable to get
through, and were dofeated Dy the narrowest
acore possible. Result—Aston Villa, 1 goal
Ldverpodd, nil.
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The Birmingham Daily Post.
A Wiy For TEE Vg :
Alteough fetor Villa ave making a bald hid for the
championsyp, wiile- Lirerpocl are sicuggling to
avoid dropping into tte Seccnd C DCXT 32ason,
the fxturo beswesr the wwo cluba at Asfon was full
of inberest. A few weeks ago the resalb would have
besn looked upon as o foregone eonclusion, bob:
Liverpool have latcly defeatcd Shefield Unized znd |
Kewenstle, and i was generally cecopuised that thay
would wake the Villa go all the way, The scgael!
proved the corvectncss of this murmise, for the pame
wot keaniy cantested, and the resuli wasin LE
from sturt 40 Boish. The Villa plaged the snme’
elsven that defested Liverpool in April lest amd
toua won chs champlonship, and 1f the seoring was
lazs than in that memcrable encoonter the number
of puints gaiced by the homme team wasthe sama, At
the outset tho visitora went eway with rare dash,
and, being smarter nn the bal] than the Vilis, begaa
to make maibers Hwely Zor the delence, which was,
bhowever, very sound, snd sevaral promisiag atbecks
were frostrated by Boencer and Evans, Then tha
Villa zettled down in acrnest, bmb thay alse found
the Diverpoel backs nod the coslodivo in Sag form,
and 80 tﬁé game went on in ding-dong fashion.
T'o= a birme tha sisitors wersa more dapgercus when
shey got mear goal, bub the Vila attacks wers
more freguent.  Stll. thers #es not o 1ot to chease
betwoen them, and the absence of a s=eoce om
gither side ab balftiece abont representad lhe
play. &dter the interval che Villa improyved con-
csidessbly ; there wos mere method in sheir avback,
cand the work of the halves was mars effective. Al
“theough Crabires was very promrivent, bacin tbs frss
half WImes was weak, oWan was noad oon-
spiczens for etything briliant, In the loter atages,
[oeraver, FHowrman rerovered ks f::rrn in 3 moarked
degrres,  The ooly goal of the mateb, which was
gcored by Devey, was the outeome of a well-planned
and egually wed-cxecuted attaclz, aod FE Were
several obher oncasions when she wisitors’ defencs was
toxed Lo the utmosk 3 Lub, oo the other hand, the
Ville cnstodinn had soms very owhwori shots te
egobiate, and on one oceasion ybwas anly by good
- Lortune that the Ball after hompicg aloayr the cross-
; sarwaselsared ofectively, The ooporzunicy, how-
{aver, that Liverpocl tad waa when Cox aent the hall |
|a¢me.-= npd Hebertann had an apen goal, bot he aveo- |
| ran the ball, and the chonce was lost.  On the whola,
[it was o gome in which the defence oo both sides
|wnamore conspicuend then the atteck, which was
marked by wenknessin shooking. O the Vills side, |
 Atbersmith =zod Devey ware the beiter wicg, |
, GoeTetty, in the centrs, contribuied o lov of herd
work, o good deal of which was, however, purposs. |
iess  while ot Umes Scuth avpased the esthosiasm |
of the spoetators by his clever runs, hos ho wes
clesaly watched, =nd was not allowed fn pedaway
very ofben. Wheldon was clever aod usesclalu in
surz, while coee he wouid %mhahls' have soored
had he nobt dallied s bit too long  wth
the hall, and so less it when onig half a
duzen  ymads [rew the goslheeper. Crablree way
the pick of tha halves, asad re was nothing
40 choosa betwest the backs, botk of whom were in
tip-top form.  George made one or bwo tather risky
soves, but, on the otber hand, Le cdlearsl soze
vary awkward chots in fino style. The one man whe
stood amh beyand all hiz fellows, and, in fact, waa
the bestb mx-m};c:n thaﬁ:lld, was Riztm'i h{m&
centre oslf was alwave iz vhe way wheo &
g‘:fleatcncd, and but for nim ths Ville ht enaily
Lave besm twrn or three goals ahead a5 the Srish.
VWalker 2ud Robertson wars the most promiment
wing, while Daonlop was the best of a good pair of
hacks., In geal, Porkins pave o capital exhibition,
some of his saves being really brilliant.  Ths Villa
just about deeerved to win, and thet way ell, for
there was nat mors than a goal between the teams
l oo tue dzyv's play. .
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