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Thorstvedt averts a rout

Liverpool 1 Tottenham Hotspur 0.

Eric Thorstvedt yesterday stood between Tottenham Hotspur and a fate that
might have been as embarrassing as Crystal Palace's 9-0 defeat by Liverpool last
month . But for the Tottenham goalkeeper's contribution, Liverpool might have
celebrat ed their return to the top of the first division far more expansively.

The one goal Tottenham did concede in the first nationally televised fixture of the
season was beautifully conceived by Ray Houghton and scored by John Barnes
midway through the first half. Liverpool could have claimed many more but for
the inaccuracy of their finishing and Thorstvedt's defiance.

The Norwegian goalkeeper had made his debut in equally unnerving
circumstances a year ago. In front of ITV's cameras, he committed an elementary
error which was the cause of Tottenham's defeat against Nottingham Forest.
Yesterday, during his first appearance at Anfield, he redeemed himself in the
public eye.

He had maintained two clean sheets and his record was soiled only by the
combination of Houghton's vision and Barnes's ability. Yet the defensive statistics
of Tottenham, whose recent form indicated that they were the strongest side in
the first division, might have been damaged as extensively as Palace's.

Terry Venables, having discarded the sweeper system, has since turned to the
offside trap as the principal defensive measure. In a first half rich in quality,
Liverpool offered numerous illustrations of how the method, which frustrates
players and spectators alike, can be broken down and made redundant.
Houghton was invariably responsible for springing the trap. Whenever he gained
possession, he waited for a midfield colleague to start his run towards a
statuesque back four. The timing of the pass, the key to the door, was initially
faulty but after three or four attempts, it was perfect.

McMahon, the first to be released, was denied illegitimately but the referee failed
to appreciate that Thorstvedst, in halting his progress, clearly handled outside the
area. Almost immediately Houghton repeated the process and Barnes, using his
less natural right foot, completed the move with a drive that skimmed over the
sodden turf and underneath Tottenham's goalkeeper.

Even by then, Whelan, Burrows and Houghton had wasted openings. Before the
interval, Rush and Barnes were thwarted in quick succession by Thorstvedt and,
as if he did not already have enough to withstand, he was also stretched to the
limit by a lengthy back-pass from Van den Hauwe.

The Tottenham goalkeeper saved his best for the opening moments of the second
half. Barnes, cushioning a free kick on his chest and volleying on the turn,
provoked as many gasps of admiration as did Thorstvedt when he leapt to flick
the ball over the bar.

Beardsley, recalled after the Littlewoods Cup defeat at Arsenal, Rush, who has not
scored this month, and Barnes all thereafter failed to widen the margin.
Nevertheless, Liverpool were still able to regain their place at the top, one point
above Everton and with a game in hand.

Tottenham, who had won all four of their previous League fixtures, extended
Grobbelaar only once before half-time through a curled chip by Samways. The
introduction of Walsh, to partner the lonely Lineker, stirred Tottenham's sense of
adventure but not enough to suggest that it could lead to the 4-1 victory that the
visitors required to assume the leadership for themselves.

Yet, in spite of their unmistakeable inferiority, Tottenham threatened in the
closing stages to collect an improbable point. “"The score flattered Tottenham,"
Kenny Dalglish, the Liverpool manager, said later, but he complimented the
opposition on the part they had played in producing “'a good advert for the
game". In such a charming context, the misbehaviour of Nayim was particularly
disagreeable.

He had been baulked by Venison as they both challenged each other for
possession, but the manner in which the Spaniard reacted to a glancing blow was
absurdly theatrical. He fell to the ground as though he had been struck by a
mallet. “"Nayim's response was not in any way justified," Dalglish commented.
Neither Nayim, who was bought by Venables from Barcelona, nor Venison
completed the otherwise enthralling afternoon.

LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Hysen, D Burrows, B Venison (sub: S Staunton), R
Whelan, G Ablett, P Beardsley, R Houghton, | Rush, J Barnes, S McMahon.
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR: E Thorstvedt; M Thomas, P Van den Hauwe, G Bergsson,
P Allen (sub: P Moran), G Mabbutt, D Howells, Nayim (sub: P Walsh), V Samways,
G Lineker, S Sedgley.

Referee: D Hutchinson.
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