Date: 6 January 1990 Times

Guardian Sundav Times

Opposition: Swansea City

Competition: FA Cup

066T Asenuerg

THE 2484 TIMES

Bracey faces warm reception

Swansea City O Liverpool 0

Liverpool continue to extend the hand of generosity to Swansea City. Five years
after graciously foregoing a debt of Pounds 150,000 to allow the Welsh club to
survive, the FA Cup holders benevolently resurrected the career of a goalkeeper
who was on the brink of falling into obscurity.

Lee Bracey, the focus of attention during and long after the third-round tie, was
the most unlikely hero. But for Chelsea's reluctance last week to sell Freestone
the third-choice goalkeeper they loaned to Swansea for three months he would
not even have been at the Vetch Field on Saturday.

He might have been contemplating his future in his digs in Morriston. Instead, in
the corridors of an otherwise empty stadium, he was detained by the media to
reflect on his little-known past and in particular on “the best and certainly the
busiest afternoon of my life".

Born in Barking 21 years ago, the amiable Bracey joined the local club, West Ham
United. Three seasons later Terry Yorath persuaded him to move to the
Principality. He was not accompanied by fortune. He admits he made “‘a few
mistakes'" and, by the end of September, he was dropped.

Having conceded 14 goals in the opening eight games, he let in six against Reading
and three more in the Cup Winners' Cup against Panathinaikos. Freestone was
borrowed, kept a clean sheet on his debut, and Bracey seemed destined to stay in
the land of anonymity. Recalled only for two FA Cup ties and two games over the
new year period, his popularity had sunk to the lowest depths.

Bracey's rise to national, albeit temporary, prominence can be traced to midway
through the first half, when he completed the first of half a dozen breathtaking
saves. After stopping that shot from Rush, | felt all right," he said.

“When | tipped over the one from Nicol in the second half, | knew they weren't
going to score." His conviction was unfamiliar. Never before this season had he
not been beaten by the opposition.

The possibility of a Swansea victory was never more than remote. Legg, their elfin
winger, spoke for his colleagues when he admitted that his duty was ""not to be
creative but to stop Nicol from playing."

Neither Legg nor his other destructive allies were capable of containing Liverpool.
Although Melville, the youngest captain in the League, and Coleman were notable
for their defensive competence, Bracey was left as exposed as a bush on the
Brecon Beacons. Apart from Rush and Nicol, he also spectacularly denied
Beardsley and McMahon and saved his best until last, although he was not held
responsible for it.

His minute but crucial deflection of McMahon's drive was not detected by the
referee, who awarded a free kick. *'I asked him to give a corner so the crowd
would know I'd touched it," Bracey said. There was no need. Once apparently
unwanted, he had already won the hearts of Swansea.

He will doubtless be offered a warm reception by Liverpool tomorrow night.
Perhaps too warm. He has been to Anfield only once before. The ground then was
empty. Since the opposition is unlikely again to be so merciful, he might prefer
the replay to be staged in similarly private circumstances behind closed doors.
SWANSEA CITY: L Bracey; D Trick, C Coleman, A Melville, K Walker, S Thornber, M
Harris, A Curtis, J Hughes, P Chalmers, A Legg.

LIVERPOOL: B Grobbelaar; G Hysen, B Venison, S Nicol, R Whelan, A Hansen, P
Beardsley, S Staunton, | Rush, J Barnes, S McMahon.

Referee: A Gunn.

guardian
A blessing counted but an asset may be seized
Business was booming in Swansea on Saturday. As cash registers clanked away in
the city centre sales, the turnstiles clicked furiously down the road at the Vetch
Field.
It was the sweetest sound the Welsh club have heard for years. Their shares of
receipts - which will more than double by virtue of tomorrow's Anfield replay -
will help Swansea start the new decade in far more robust financial health than
they could have imagined when resurrected five years ago.
Then, Liverpool saved Swansea going to the wall by waiving 130,000 Pounds (pds)
owed for Colin Irwin and Ray Kennedy. There was another side to the coin; part of
the pact was that Liverpool received first refusal on any Swansea player.
So it is that Liverpool could soon return as buyers, offering 500,000 pds for the
player dubbed the new Hansen. Tall, elegant and extremely comfortable on the
ball, Andrew Melville at times demonstrated why he is compared with Britain's
most accomplished defender.
Swansea want to keep their 21-year-old captain and will offer him within the next
month a new deal, more lucrative than one he rejected recently. But, if Liverpool
do not exercise their right, Everton and Aston Villa, among other First Division
clubs, are ready to step in.
Melville, whose defensive capabilities will be even more rigorously examined in
the replay, is making no predictions about his current club's fate tomorrow, or his
personal future. 'If | move,' he said, 'It's got to be to the right club and with the
right sort of contract.'
Tomorrow Melville and his fellow defenders will depend even more on another
21-year-old, Lee Bracey, who supplied the dramatic quality in the second half that
the first period curiously lacked. The goalkeeper's saves from Nicol, Beardsley and
McMahon were of the higher order.
Despite the consistent menace of Barnes's meanderings, it was another
unconvincing Liverpool performance - for which a composed Swansea side take
credit. Even so, Grobbelaar had no save to make.
His energies were spared for embracing Bracey at the end in the warmest tribute
of all for the goalkeeper, who admitted that criticism of his blunders earlier this
season nearly destroyed his confidence.
Swansea City: Bracey; Trick, Coleman, Melville, Walker, Thornber, Harris, Curtis,
Hughes, Chalmers, Legg.
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Hysen, Venison, Nicol, Whelan, Hansen, Beardsley,
Staunton, Rush, Barnes, McMahon.
Referee: A Gunn (Burgess Hill).
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Liverpool denied right of passage

SWANSEA 04-3-3: Bracey; Trick, Melville, Harris, Coleman; Curtis, Walker,
Thornber; Chalmers, Hughes, Legg. LIVERPOOL 04-4-2: Grobbelaar; Venison,
Hysen, Hansen, Staunton; Nicol, McMahon, Whelan, Barnes; Beardsley, Rush.
Weather: overcast. Ground: muddy. Referee: A Gunn (Sussex).

WHAT does a manager say to a young goalkeeper he rated so poorly that he has
spent the season trying to sign a Chelsea reserve in his place? Lee Bracey, 21,
performed at least five memorable saves to bring about this result against the
odds, and Bracey is the goalkeeper whom Swansea dropped from September until
Christmas while they played Chelsea's spare keeper Roger Freestone on loan.
They then tried to buy Freestone, but Pounds 100,000 was rejected, Bracey had to
be thrust into the fray against Liverpool, and he will be there again at Anfield for
the replay on Tuesday night. This was Swansea on one of those grey, unloved,
rainy days which seem like a vengeance on the industrial plunder of their valley,
or perhaps a lament for their soured footballing dream. But let's be honest, we
come to these occasions for blood, to see the high and mighty humbled by lesser
men making good use of the mud-slick that their home pitches become.

The first half, however, was goalless because of the missing vital ingredient.
Swansea held Liverpool too much in awe, attempting perhaps admirably to
control their own game but not giving way to the sort of disregard for status that
shakes the Cup-holders to their boots. Indeed, though Liverpool were content
early on to roll the ball across their back four at a leisurely pace, Swansea lacked
the conviction so much as to test Grobbelaar once in the entire first half.

It had seemed from the kick-off that Andy Legg, a local product from Neath, might
be the one to make a name for himself. He darted hither and thither and in the
eighth minute out-smarted Nicol and with a flickering pass found John Hughes,
one of three little known Scots Swansea had brought to South Wales this season.
Hughes stretched for the ball at the edge of the area, and connected, but sent the
shot wide of the upright. Another willing young Swan, the 20-year-old right-back
Des Trick, persevered with some sorties up the flank. But when his moment came
midway through the first half, he again lacked the ultimate belief to capitalise.
Venison had slipped near the centre line, Trick advanced on the roar of the
Swansea crowd. At first his run was daring and urgent, but the closer he got to the
Liverpool penalty area, the more self-doubt slowed him. Suddenly five red shirts
surrounded him and Venison made the saving tackle. And so towards half-time
Liverpool gathered their game and their strengths. They had already in the fourth
minute spurned a chance, or should we be charitable and compliment another
young Swansea defender for denying them? The opening reflected the full gap of
58 League places between these clubs. Staunton began it with a probing ball
down the left, Beardsley was quicksilver between the defenders, and turned the
ball back for Barnes. The shot, from an angle, was stubbed but in the nick of time
Andrew Melville appeared in front of the goal line to turn the ball away with a
composed air. That save will have been noted by Dalglish. For Melville, Swansea
captain at 21, says he will not sign a new contract after this season, and Liverpool
hold first option. Of course there are those at Swansea who would like to take
more than the potential Pounds 200,000 this game and the replay will bring them
from the renewed association with Liverpool. They claimed after yesterday's
game that Melville had been so outstanding Liverpool surely must give another
Pounds 500,000 for him. Melville is composed, certainly. At times the master of
Rush. At others completely lost as to know where Rush was, though that, now
that Liverpool's centre-forward is fully mobile again, can happen to anyone.

Five years ago, when the bankruptcy court was homing in, Liverpool literally saved
the dying Swans by writing off debts of Pounds 150,000 owed on two players,
Colin Irwin and Ray Kennedy. Having saved them, now was the time for Liverpool
to bury Swansea from the 1990 Cup. They began to look like doing so as
McMahon injected the necessary urgency towards half-time. First Barnes was
unfortunate to be denied a penalty when he was felled by Trick, then Rush failed
with two attempts to control the ball just eight yards out. But McMahon was
becoming irrepresible. And on the stroke of half-time he again prompted Rush
with a delicate through-ball. Rush this time was equal to it: his instant shot would
have been a master-stroke but for the acrobatics of Bracey, who threw himself to
the left to finger-tip the ball to safety. The game now became a catalogue of
missed Liverpool chances, or masterful saves by young Bracey. The red tide was
so incessant, the opportunities so regular, that a goal seemed inevitable. Bracey
above all knows why it was denied. In the 73rd minute he transcended himself.
Rush, with a cunning through-ball, had put Beardsley behind Swansea's defensive
line. Beardsley reacted with telepathic insight, turning up his turbo booster, but
Bracey's nerve held and when Beardsley shot from point-blank range the
goalkeeper managed to deflect it with a palm. Seconds later McMahon was
bearing down on the goalkeeper, with the same end: Bracey, as brave as a lion,
dived at his feet and turned the ball away.

After that McMahon shot wide from 12 yards. Most un-Liverpool like. Worse was
to come when in the final thrust Barnes and Nicol opened up the Swans for Rush,
who from six yards struck the ball incredibly wide.

At the final whistle Tommy Hutchison, the 42-year-old winger who sat this one
out on the substitutes bench, sprinted on to the field, bypassed the entire
Liverpool team and his own outfield players, and threw his arms around the
saviour Bracey.
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