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THE 2484 TIMES

Il health threatens Souness's career as worries pile up

Keith Pike sees Liverpool beaten again as their ailing manager reveals clouds are
gathering over his hold on power at Anfield

HAVING survived one battle against those who wanted him removed from the
manager's office at Liverpool four months ago, Graeme Souness now faces
another and, this time, even his renowned stubbornness and self-belief may not
save him.

Long after those who had delighted in Liverpool's fourth successive league defeat
had left Stamford Bridge on Saturday, Souness said that his job *‘the only one |
want'" was again under threat, not because of the poor sequence of results
culminating in the 1-0 reverse at Chelsea, but because of his own ill health.
Souness, 40, said he has been told it would be “‘inadvisable' to continue in
management when his five-year contract expires in April 1996.

| want to carry on for another 20 years, but you have to be realistic," he said.
Peter Robinson, the Liverpool chief executive, said yesterday that he was unaware
of Souness's views.

It was in April last year that Souness, 12 months after succeeding Kenny Dalglish,
underwent triple heart-bypass surgery, but for the sake of an exclusive story in a
tabloid newspaper reviled on Merseyside because of its coverage of the
Hillsborough disaster, Souness forfeited sympathy and attracted only scorn.

He is likely now only to be subjected to more of the same from the Anfield
supporters who gorged themselves on 30 years of almost unbroken success but
who, an FA Cup final victory over Sunderland in 1992 notwithstanding, have since
survived on starvation rations.

The first team Souness fielded had an average age of 271/2 and was second in the
table.

After two years in which transition and turmoil were barely distinguishable,
Liverpool are thirteenth in the FA Carling Premiership and the team which lost
against Chelsea was, on average, two years younger hardly a reasonable return
for a manager who has spent the best part of Pounds 20 million and recouped less
than half

of that.

While the likes of Beardsley, Staunton, Saunders and Houghton continue to
prosper elsewhere and while James, Piechnik, Bjornebye and others gather dust
in the reserves, his mistakes in the transfer market will haunt him.

The match on Saturday, on the ground where Liverpool clinched the double seven
years ago, was not one to ease Souness's worries.

Liverpool were the better side for most of the afternoon and created enough
chances to have won convincingly, but Souness a restless, agitated figure in the
dugout could only watch as four crucial refereeing decisions in an undistinguished
game went against his team.

The most crucial of all came four minutes into the second half. Wise stole in
behind Dicks on the right, crossed and Shipperley sent in a fierce drive that
Grobbelaar could only fist upwards.

As the ball dropped behind him Grobbelaar twisted backwards to scoop it away,
but not before the officials had judged that it had crossed the line.

By then, Wise should not have been on the field. Only four minutes had gone
when the Chelsea captain felled Clough with an horrific tackle. No excuse for
Keith Hackett's leniency. He had as clear a view as anybody as Wise launched
himself, two-footed and studs showing, at Clough's shins with the ball some yards
away. The yellow card brandished by the referee was a mockery of the laws.
Liverpool's own indiscipline surfaced briefly, Redknapp being cautioned for a foul
on Hoddle and Stewart and Ruddock following him for acts of verbal petulance.
Their sense of grievance was not helped later, either, when two reasonable claims
for penalties were ignored, Hoddle appearing to trip Redknapp as he bore down
on Kharine and the Chelsea player-manager escaping again in the last minute
when Clough was nudged as he shot, the ball flashing a yard wide. Souness's luck,
like the legacy he may eventually leave Anfield, is hardly overflowing.

CHELSEA (3-4-1-2): D Kharine F Sinclair, G Hoddle, J Kjeldbjerg S Clarke, E Newton,
M Donaghy (sub: G Hall, 58min), A Dow D Wise A Cascarino, N Shipperley.
LIVERPOOL (4-1-2-1-2): B Grobbelaar R Jones, M Wright, N Ruddock, J Dicks P
Stewart J Redknapp, D Hutchison (sub: S McManaman 65) N Clough | Rush, R
Fowler.

Referee: K Hackett.

guardian
Liverpool sink further into the mire
IT IS still hard to tear the eyes away from the labours of Liverpool, now
desperately trying to refloat their season like a Mersey barge stuck on a sandbank
and awaiting a favourable tide. With each defeat their manager bears a closer
resemblance to one of Conrad's lonely sailors, his sense of direction awry, his
destiny uncertain.
'What's funny?' snapped Graeme Souness at a reporter who dared to smile while
he unburdened his thoughts about Liverpool's fifth Premiership defeat in six
matches, courtesy of a sharp shot from Neil Shipperley, Chelsea's 18-year-old
striker, which Grobbelaar failed to keep out despite two attempts.
Perhaps the journalist had a keen sense of the ridiculous. Certainly you would
have thought that Souness, having undergone triple heart bypass surgery 18
months ago, would have retained a better sense of perspective.
Maybe he has. 'I've been advised not to do this for too long beyond the length of
my present contract - if I'm allowed to manage that long,' he added yesterday.
Nevertheless it never does to smile in the presence of a losing Scottish manager,
especially one who has spent more than pounds 20 million of his club's money in
achieving their first pointless September for 90 years. 'l do this for a living,"
Souness chided. But for how much longer can Anfield afford such an extravagant
pantomime?
After Liverpool lost all their First Division fixtures in September 1903 they finished
up being relegated. That is unlikely to happen this time, but when the Anfield
board performed its volte-face in May, confirming Souness as manager when
even he expected to go, the assumption was that, with a fit squad, results would
improve.
So they did, but only for three games. Saturday's defeat means that Liverpool are
now suffering their worst run in the league since they lost five matches out of six
at the end of the 1986-87 season. And that statistic was mitigated by the fact that
they strolled through their last five fixtures as champions.
With Arsenal's pragmatists due at Anfield on Saturday, having won there on three
of their last five visits, the prospects of a Liverpool victory are not good, although
at Stamford Bridge luck was against them.
So were Kharin, Chelsea's impressive goalkeeper, and Hackett, Sheffield's
unimpressive referee. Three confident appeals for penalties were rejected, the
strongest after Hoddle had brought down Redknapp as he sprinted through the
defence nine minutes from the end.
Then again, Anfield owes the game a few home-town penalty decisions, and
Souness was disinclined to make much of the refereeing. He confessed to being
'disturbed by some of the decisions given against us' but otherwise left it to the
reporters. 'l just hope you're honest about what you all saw,' he added.
The worst thing that happened on Saturday was the two-footed late tackle with
which Wise caught Clough in the second minute. The Chelsea captain was
cautioned when the situation demanded a red card.
A fortnight earlier a Liverpool defender, Ruddock, had been heavily and correctly
criticised for a two-footed lunge at Newell of Blackburn. Wise's challenge looked
worse and he was lucky to stay on the field.
For Chelsea it was as well he did. Early in the second half he produced the cross
that was to help win the game.
Cascarino nodded the ball down and slightly behind Shipperley, but the young
striker showed good agility and balance in gaining control before producing a shot
that Grobbelaar palmed upwards before twisting acrobatically in a vain attempt
to prevent it crossing the line.
'| don't think we'll get an easier game this year,' said Souness. 'We had so much of
the ball we should have won comfortably. After the Everton defeat last week |
was desperately upset because we didn't perform. This week I'm disappointed
because we should have got something.'
Certainly Liverpool were better than they had been at Goodison, but in solving
one problem Souness seems unable to avoid creating another. The midfield
partnership of Hutchison, Stewart and Redknapp had been retained from the
Coca-Cola Cup win at Fulham, and in the second half Redknapp looked like a
younger Whelan. But until McManaman came off the bench Liverpool's
movements had struggled to breathe because width had been sacrificed.
If Liverpool's reputation no longer awed Chelsea it was because Liverpool no
longer have an awesome reputation. Under Kenny Dalglish, glory came at a price.
Under Souness, millions have been spent glorifying the ordinary.
He was one of Anfield's greatest players. He is in danger of becoming its most
expensive aberration.
SCORER: Chelsea: Shipperley (49min).
Chelsea: Kharin; Sinclair, Cascarino, Wise, Clarke, Donaghy (Hall, 57), Newton,
Shipperley, Hoddle, Dow, Kjeldbjerg.
Liverpool: Grobbelaar; Jones, Dicks, Wright, Hutchison (McManaman, h-t),
Clough, Stewart, Rush, Redknapp, Fowler, Ruddock.
Referee: K Hackett (Sheffield).

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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Shipperley adds to Liverpool's gloom

Chelsea 1 - Liverpool 0.

FOR Liverpool and for Graeme Souness the dark grows darker still. After defeat in
the Merseyside derby came defeat at Stamford Bridge and now Liverpool have
lost five of their past six Premier League matches. Their last goal in the League
was back in August. Just how Liverpool failed to score in the second half here

is a mystery. Young Fowler spurned one gaping chance, the substitute
McManaman contrived to slice wide of an open goal, and Rush, who tried so very
hard, mis-headed the sort of cross that he normally buries.

Then, late on, there was Liverpool's anguished roar for a penalty when Hoddle
felled the oncoming Redknapp. It looked a clear penalty as, indeed, did Sinclair's
earlier push on Clough but the referee would have none of it.

At that moment, only the walls of the dugout separated poor Souness from
jeering Chelsea fans. A manager's life is often painful, but why should Chelsea
men do anything but enjoy the discomfort of Liverpool? And how often does a
team beat Manchester United and Liverpool in consecutive home matches?

This season Chelsea have lacked the killer touch, epitomising the delicate skills of
Hoddle, their manager, rather than the percussion of Wise, their captain. These
two wins might just lift Chelsea from being one of the pack into a frame of mind
that enables them to challenge for a trophy.

But this remains a Liverpool story. Souness has spent about Pounds 20m gross
and, judging by his expression at 5pm, it is as though it has been his own money.
Naturally, he has to recoup as well as spend, and that is why Whelan, 32
yesterday and one of the flops of the Everton defeat, can go for about Pounds
500,000 after years of often underrated service.

The new Liverpool was represented by Dicks and Fowler. Fowler is 18, was born in
Liverpool and scored one and had a hand in the other two as Liverpool won 3-1
down the road at Fulham in the week. Fowler began brightly, almost as brightly as
Chelsea's Shipperley, another 18-year-old, but he faded and eventually missed
that chance, from Rush's excellent break and pass inside.

Both Fowler and Rush might complain, however, that there was virtually no
service from the flanks. Justifiably so, because Barnes remains injured, Walters
has lost his form, and McManaman is not quite the sharp young thing he was a
little while ago. With Molby injured, there was not the calm you expect from a
Liverpool midfield either. Clough, after his golden start as Rush's striking partner,
did not have much of a match, upstaged by Hutchison in the first half and
Redknapp in the second. Mind you, Clough must have been hampered by Wise's
unpleasant tackle in only the second minute. It earned Wise his third caution in
successive matches. So Liverpool, with Dicks booed at every touch, set off hoping
that what was good enough for Craven Cottage would be good enough for the
Bridge, but just as their midfield was hurried, the back four was untypically
vulnerable. Shipperley soon found them out, beating Wright before shooting wide
of the far post. Next Shipperley robbed Stewart, who has been resurrected into
Liverpool's midfield, and forced Grobbelaar to gather at the second attempt.
Even without the graceful Peacock, who was injured and who has proved such a
good buy, Chelsea were able to shake Liverpool. Partly because of Shipperley who
is being touted by some here as the best kid since Osgood and because of Wise.
The goal came five minutes into the second half. Chelsea fashioned a sweet move
down the wing which led to Wise crossing accurately. Cascarino knocked the ball
down and Shipperley, well inside the area, fired a bullet which Grobbelaar did
well to parry. Such was Liverpool's fortune, the ball spun behind Grobbelaar and,
as he turned to grab it, the linesman signalled a goal.

Souness said afterwards that Grobbelaar was claiming it had not crossed the line.
Souness then snapped at a smiling face in his press conference. “It's my job," he
said. It's not a joke." He was disturbed, he said, by some of the decisions given
against Liverpool, and confessed that he felt sorry for himself. He asked that the
assembled scribes simply write the truth on what they had seen.

Itis, indeed, Souness's job. And apparently this is the first time in 90 years that
Liverpool have not got a point in September.

Next Saturday they are at home to Arsenal and the awful run could continue. If it
does, the Liverpool board will not allow one blank season to be followed by
another.

These are heady days at the Bridge, not least for chairman Ken Bates. More than
37,000 saw his Blues beat United, paying a record Pounds 465,000. Yesterday's
gate was 31,000, because nobody is quite as big as United.

Bates has found a winner in Hoddle, with his carefully pushed passes and his calm
at the back. Once or twice hewas caught, but no matter. The fates had decreed
that this would be Chelsea's day.

CHELSEA 1 (Shipperley 49)

LIVERPOOL 0

(3-4-3): Kharine; Sinclair, Hoddle, Kjeldbjerg; Clarke, Myers, Donaghy (Hall 58min),
Dow; Wise, Shipperley, Cascarino.

(4-3-3): Grobbelaar; Jones, Wright, Ruddock, Dicks; Redknapp, Stewart, Hutchison
(McManaman 66min); Clough, Fowler, Rush.

1-0 Wise centred, Shipperley collected a knock-down and hit a shot which
Grobbelaar parried but could not keep out.

Booked: Wise (2min); Redknapp (17min); Stewart (57min); Ruddock (71min).
Weather: overcast. Ground: lush. Referee: K Hackett (Sheffield).

BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY

Reds fume at 'goal’

Liverpool slumped to an almost unprecedented fourth successive league defeat at
Stamford Bridge.

It was 18-year-old Chelsea striker Neil Shipperley who deepened the gloom
surrounding Anfield with a spectacular goal and a sparkling performance.

Glenn Hoddle's Chelsea team have now gone seven games without defeat - in
stark contrast to Graeme Souness' side, who have now won just one of their last
six Carling Premiership games.

Liverpool haven't taken a point from league games in September, the first time
that has happened for 90 years.

But it was Shipperley's day at the Bridge. Included in the side for the injured Gavin
Peacock, the Chatham-born youngster showed strength, skill and frightening
shooting power.

He notched the only goal in a fiercely fought contest in the 49th minute when he
turned sharply on a Dennis Wise cross and lashed in a shot that Liverpool 'keeper
Bruce Grobbelaar got both hands to. The 'keeper couldn't hold it and desperately
tried to claw the ball out but the linesman ruled it had crossed the line.

It was Shipperley's second league goal of his career and his second goal in a

week.

Chelsea showed determination from the start as skipper Wise was booked for a
crude first-minute foul on Nigel Clough.

Shipperley blazed a shot wide before Liverpool had their best spell of the match,
Don Hutchison and Clough both going close.

But Shipperley showed what he was made of with a brilliant shot on the turn that
produced an equally fine save from Grobbelaar.

Liverpool had plenty of possession but failed to create any clear chances until
they had fallen behind.

Then lan Rush set up youngster Robbie Fowler but Chelsea's Russian 'keeper
Dmitri Kharin pulled off a fine save and Andy Dow cleared off the line from
Hutchison.

Liverpool flung themselves forward in the closing stages and substitute Steve
McManaman amazingly failed to equalise from Clough's cross, his shot somehow
hitting the goalkeeper.

Then the normally deadly Rush headed wide from point-blank range, Jamie
Redknapp was denied what seemed a clear penalty and in the last minute Rush
again missed from close in.

It was never going to be Liverpool's day - and the Reds had Redknapp, Paul
Stewart and Neil Ruddock all booked as their frustration boiled over.

Of the goal Graeme Souness stormed: "Bruce says it didn't cross the line. Their
spare goalkeeper was warming up behind the line and he said it didn't go over the
line."

Bitterly disappointed the Liverpool boss added: "I don't think we will get an easier
game all year. All credit to their goalkeeper, he made some good saves. But we
had so much of the ball that really we should have won. It was disturbing some of
the decisions that went against us but I'm not allowed to comment on that. There
was nothing wrong with our performance today."

"That was a game we should have won. It's disappointing because we're in a bad
run at the moment. Last week we didn't play at all, but this week we performed
and got nothing out of it. That is upsetting. Apart from the goal, they never
caused us any problems. | didn't think there was anything to worry about - but we
just didn't get the bit of luck you need. I'm upset. When you feel you should have
got something and come away with nothing, you feel sorry for yourself - but that
will last only until we get on the motorway."

Souness denied that he was about to pack it all in, saying: "I said | won't ever
manage another club and that still goes. Liverpool is the team that | want to
manage until the end of my career."

Chelsea boss Glenn Hoddle reacted to Souness' comments by saying: "It's
interesting that he said they won't get an easier game. I've been in the game long
enough to realise that we were a little bit fortunate. We didn't function as well as
we have in the last six or seven games. Our goalkeeper pulled off two fantastic
saves and Liverpool were the better passing team. But | don't think it was right for
them to say it's the easiest game they've had - because they haven't won."

Compiled by Graeme Riley




