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BRITISH SOCCER WEEK

Rush pledges loyalty as Reds crash again
Leeds bounced back from their embarrassing FA Cup defeat by Oxford as
Liverpool slipped to their second defeat in a week.

Goals by David Wetherall in the 10th minute and skipper Gary McAllister three
minutes from the end left Liverpool still waiting for their first victory since
manager Roy Evans replaced Graeme Souness.

Evans dropped Nigel Clough, Mark Walters and Steve Nicol, bringing in Dominic
Matteo, Neil Ruddock and Jamie Redknapp, but Liverpool continued to look
vulnerable in defence, with Rod Wallace's pace causing them problems.

Bruce Grobbelaar showed the best and worst aspects of his goalkeeping. He was
at fault for Leeds' first goal when he carelessly punched McAllister's free-kick
straight to Wetherall, who punished the error with a deadly low shot.

Then, 19 minutes into the second half, the colourful Zimbabwean international
allowed McAllister's 22-yard drive to slip through his hands and hit the bar.

But Grobbelaar was at his best in diving across his line to save a stunning 12-yard
volley from substitute David White, who had been on the field less than a minute
after replacing the injured Wallace.

Grobbelaar's super save was only bettered by an astonishing effort from Leeds'
recalled 'keeper John Lukic, who denied John Barnes an equaliser three minutes
after the interval when he met Ronnie Whelan's cross inside the six yard area.

Leeds' Republic of Ireland defender David O'Leary had a solid game on his return
to Premiership football after a six-month injury absence.

Rush is happy to stay with Liverpool despite reports that he is interesting other
clubs.

The Welsh international revealed after his team's 2-0 defeat at Leeds: "I was told
two offers had been made for me and | said if Liverpool wanted me to go | would
talk to both clubs. But they want me to stay, so | will remain with them for as long
as they want me."

Manchester City's interest was confirmed by Liverpool's new manager Roy Evans
who commented: "He told me he didn't want to go anywhere and that delighted
all of us."

Evans refused to make excuses for Liverpool's second defeat in a week. He said:
"We have got to the stage where we can't say we're unlucky. We just can't put
the ball in the net. | think we need additions in several positions."
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Leeds' touch of menace

Leeds United 2

Wetherall 10, McAllister 87

Liverpool 0

Att: 40,053

THEY may have been dumped out of the FA Cup by lowly opposition, but Leeds
and Liverpool still managed to attract Elland Road's biggest gate of the season.
Both teams must get their seasons back on the rails to challenge for Europe.
Leeds took the honours, but neither side looked as fluent or menacing as they
would like.

After six League games without a win, Leeds brought in O'Leary, recovered from
an Achilles injury, and Lukic, presumably recovered from a lack of form, for their
first games since last August. With Strachan restored to his familiar stamping
ground down the right - territory he had yielded to White in recent weeks - the
home team had a more balanced look.

After only five minutes, McAllister was upended by Dicks, but play was allowed to
go on, only for Deane to shoot tamely at Grobbelaar. Two minutes later, referee
Poll allowed another clattering tackle on McAllister by Ruddock to go unpunished,
as Rod Wallace was bursting through. This time Grobbelaar was forced into a
spectacular dive to his right to beat the ball away for a corner.

Revenge for these heavyweight challenges came to Leeds after 10 minutes when
a McAllister free-kick from the right touchline was fisted out by the Liverpool
keeper to the feet of defender Wetherall. He drove it home, hard and low, from
10 yards.

Wallace was chasing every half-chance for Leeds, but the unhappy Deane - such a
disappointment since his pounds 2.7 million transfer from Sheffield United -
looked clumsy and out of touch. The Elland Road Kop, a heartless bunch at the
best of times, may force manager Howard Wilkinson's hand before too long. By
contrast, McManaman looked nimble and exciting. Twice he broke through with
sheer pace. The first time, Lukic parried his fierce shot; the second, it took a tackle
from Dorigo to rob him.

At the start of the second half, Liverpool were denied a goal by an astonishing
one-handed reaction save by Lukic. Whelan flashed the ball across the face of the
goal. Barnes hit it, probably with his knee as he came running in, and Lukic
performed the heroics as he fell backwards.

Then Wright whipped the ball off Speed's right foot just a couple of yards from
goal. As Leeds pressed forward, Wallace laid on an open goal for Deane, but the
giant striker misjudged his effort completely and headed across goal rather than
into the net.

Leeds had some bad luck when McAllister let fly from 25 yards - Grobbelaar
kicked the ball up and it hit the crossbar, but he caught the rebound.
McManaman, Liverpool's outstanding player, almost spoiled Lukic's happy return
when he spotted a chance and lobbed the ball no more than a foot over the bar.
White came on for Wallace and, with his first touch, hammered a volley to
Grobbelaar's left which the keeper did well to beat out. Then, with just four
minutes left, White was instrumental in setting up Leeds' second goal. He blasted
his way past Whelan and set McAllister on a run. The Leeds skipper, with support
on either side, eventually hit a low shot from eight yards which took a deflection
off Wright to beat Grobbelaar.
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