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Mane puts Coutinho in his place

Liverpool 1 Mane 73

Crystal Palace 0

Referee K Friend Attendance 53,138

It may not be until the transfer window closes on August 31, but, at some point, it
will dawn on Philippe Coutinho precisely what has slipped through his fingers. A
move to Barcelona almost certainly, the affection of those unforgiving sections of
the Liverpool crowd who see loyalty as everything even and, if matters continue
as they are, his status as talisman.

While Coutinho sits idle, resting his back injury and stewing on Anfield's
intransigence, Sadio Mane continues to shine. It is Mane who is emerging as key
to Jurgen Klopp's approach, the manager's most potent, and most reliable,
weapon and the player most likely to make the difference as he did against
Crystal Palace on Saturday. The statistics suggest that Barcelona have been
bidding for the wrong player.

The goal that broke the tedium, and lanced the tension, owed much to fortune
but Mane was there to dispatch the chance created by Dominic Solanke's
hounding of an opponent and he has scored 15 goals in 29 Premier League games
since his arrival from Southampton at the start of last season -- one every 161
minutes. In that time, Coutinho has scored 13 in 31 matches at an average of one
every 172 minutes. Liverpool have scored 57 goals when Mane starts, one every
39 minutes, compared with 48 goals when Coutinho begins, one every 45
minutes.

"The biggest thing the team did last year was getting fourth without Sadio for
pretty much half a year," said Klopp, of a player whose darting runs behind
defenders, ability to attack space, coolness in front of goal and unstinting work
ethic make him integral. "l wasn't sure how long it was exactly but it was long.
He's made a big step, but as you can imagine I'm not too happy about singing a
big song about a player this early in the season. But he is important.”

Mane missed about three months of Liverpool's season due to Africa Cup of
Nations commitments and a knee injury, it just felt longer.

This is not to say that Coutinho is no longer needed. Klopp would probably have
deployed the Brazilian in midfield to conjure the creativity that was so obviously
absent. That Palace should have been leading at the time of Mane 's 73rd-minute
goal -- Christian Benteke wasted Ruben Loftus-Cheek's surging run and cut-back
by carelessly clearing the crossbar from seven yards -- emphasised Liverpool's
struggles.

Barcelona had responded to Liverpool rejecting their third bid of PS82 million plus
PS36 million in additional fees on Friday by bizarrely saying that, unless there was
a change of heart by last night, the offer would be withdrawn. Yet the saga will
continue, not least because Klopp appears to have written off using Coutinho until
after the window, which means he will miss the Champions League play-off,
second leg, with Hoffenheim on Wednesday and the match against Arsenal on
Sunday.

Reintegrating the player will not be straightforward, either, because Klopp does
not appear the sort to pander to a sullen star and will instead look at Solanke's
bright cameo, in one instance, and think a different solution can be found there.
Should Liverpool edge beyond Hoffenheim and return to Europe's elite, everyone
can breathe easier. "The challenge was to be 100 per cent for Watford [the first
game of the season] and we can't think about the Hoffenheim game. But we can't
forget about it. That's the challenge. That's the situation. So far, so good," said
Klopp, who made five changes with the visit of the Germans in mind.

Frank de Boer still hopes to improve his Palace side by signing Mamadou Sakho
from Liverpool. The Palace manager said that Sakho was "much, much too
expensive for us," although it is understood that Liverpool would now accept a
structured deal worth PS30 million.

West Bromwich Albion have registered an interest, but know Sakho prefers Palace
and would also be interested in West Ham United rather than a switch to the
Midlands.

"Everybody knows he had a major impact last season and when he was available
for us | think that was a quality injection," De Boer said.

guardian

Sadio Mané makes vital breakthrough for Liverpool against Crystal Palace

Jirgen Klopp issued a familiar update on the Philippe Coutinho saga following
Liverpool’s first home game of the season. “Nothing has changed,” he said. The
same applied to his team’s performance against defensive opposition until a gift
from Luka Milivojevic and a predatory finish from Sadio Mané lifted the curse of
Crystal Palace here.

Liverpool’s first league win of the campaign and first home win over Palace in four
years was merited. Their focus was admirable, too, given Barcelona’s persistent
pursuit of Coutinho produced a third bid for the injured Brazil international, and
third rejection from Liverpool, on the eve of the game. But it took that unforced
error from Milivojevic and a glaring miss from Christian Benteke against his old
club to ease Liverpool’s recurring frustrations on home soil.

Frank de Boer almost succeeded where many others have led in thwarting
Liverpool with a defensive display, yet Palace’s difficult start continued courtesy
of their own failings. “We played very concentrated for 95 minutes,” said Palace’s
new, and winless, manager.

“The chances we get, you have to punish them. Christian had the biggest one. |
said to the team if you keep playing with this kind of intensity and discipline the
results will come. To lose 1-0 is very disappointing because we deserved more but
I am convinced if we show this every week the results will come.”

Liverpool’s victory rewarded their manager’s faith in his resources. The
importance of the Champions League playoff and the effect of Tuesday’s first leg
in Hoffenheim was writ large on the Liverpool team-sheet. Klopp made five
changes to the side that started the midweek win in Germany, shifting Mohamed
Salah to the bench and resting Trent Alexander-Arnold in readiness for the return
leg on Wednesday. In their place came Daniel Sturridge and Joe Gomez, though it
was Andy Robertson at left-back who made the biggest impression.

Liverpool’s £10m summer signing from Hull City adapted well on his full debut.
The quality of his crossing immediately stood out and will prove a potent asset for
Liverpool this season and they should have capitalised swiftly. Wayne Hennessey,
the Palace goalkeeper, failed to connect with an inch-perfect Robertson delivery
from the left leaving Joel Matip with a free header in front of an unguarded net.
The defender headed wastefully wide.

James Milner tested the visiting keeper, Mané miscued from another Robertson
cross and Sturridge struck the wall with a free-kick but the changes had an
inevitable impact on Liverpool’s rhythm. Palace also take credit for a more
resilient showing than at home to Huddersfield. Palace’s formation remained the
same as in the opening day 3-0 defeat but their defensive duties were executed
properly here, albeit while sacrificing support to Benteke, Andros Townsend and
Jason Puncheon in the opposition half.

“The football could have been much better in the first half, 100%,” said Klopp.
“But | was happy with the chances we created in the second half. The first half
was about making the right decision at the right moment. We showed the players
at half-time where the spaces are ‘one pass and then the world is much nicer’ and
they used that in the second half. The crosses from Robbo especially were good
but in the first half we had nobody in the box.”

There was more urgency to Liverpool’s performance after the restart. Georginio
Wijnaldum and Jordan Henderson forced Hennessey to save at full stretch and the
introduction of Salah for Sturridge restored balance to the home attack, allowing
Firmino to return to a central role. But it was Benteke who had the best chance of
the game before Mané’s winner. Ruben Loftus-Cheek rolled Ragnar Klavan inside
the Liverpool area before cutting the ball back from the by-line. The centre-
forward timed his run perfectly but the same could not be said of his finish,
blazed over from seven yards with only Simon Mignolet to beat.

It was a rare opportunity Palace could not afford to squander, although their
eventual punishment was self-inflicted. Patrick van Aanholt blocked from Mané
and Wijnaldum in a goal-mouth scramble but just as the travelling support began
to sense a shutout, and the home crowd became edgy, Palace imploded. Or, to be
precise and blunt, Milivojevic imploded to cost his team.

The Serbia midfielder was under no pressure when he intercepted a cross-field
ball facing his own goal. Two careless touches, however, carried the ball away
from Milivojevic and into the path of Mane who seized on the invitation to sweep
beyond Hennessey at close range.

“I don’t think it was a lack of concentration but he was out of control,” said De
Boer. “I don’t know exactly what happened. Suddenly it was at the feet of Mané.”
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Mane magic can't mask Liverpool's transfer muddle

THERE is a degree of irony to the saga burdening Liverpool, one which has
threatened to compromise Jurgen Klopp's planning at the start of such a critical
season.

Philippe Coutinho was not at Anfield on Saturday. He has made it clear his
preferred destination is Barcelona as Neymar's replacement.

It is unthinkable that he will be present on Wednesday either, as Liverpool
attempt to complete the job against Hoffenheim in the Champions League. But
Fenway Sports Group are clear: Coutinho will not be leaving. A staunch stance.
One to win over a portion of their detractors, perhaps. Make them look defiant in
the face of vultures circling. The thing is, this inconvenience has shifted focus
away from the real problems.

Liverpool, and their sporting director Michael Edwards, have been hamstrung by
muddled thinking in the transfer window all summer. They did not cover
themselves in glory during a very public pursuit of Virgil van Dijk but what was
more striking came via a lack of alternatives. Van Dijk cannot be the only
competent central back they were willing to lavish PS60million on, but that is how
it appears.

Similar can be said of Naby Keita at Red Bull Leipzig, with interest 'cooled' in the
midfielder after bids were rejected by the Bundesliga outfit.

Leipzig did not want to cave in and Liverpool are in a similar boat with Barcelona.
On the surface that is understandable.

Yet for the figures quoted -- an initial PS80m -- there is an argument for it making
economic sense for Liverpool to take the money and reinvest, given the player is
desperate to depart.

Club bosses believe that payments being staggered over five years is less than
ideal, but amortisation is hardly new. If Barca propose annual payments, what will
stop Keita and Van Dijk arriving on Merseyside in a similar fashion? Liverpool
should have been planning for Coutinho's exit for two months. Barcelona's
interest dates back to this time last year and Paris Saint-Germain's world-record
move for Neymar was not a shock when completed, either.

If FSG decisions are based on more than making statements to appease fans,
contingency plans ought to have been put in place before now. There is no shame
in taking an exorbitant fee and spending it on young stars Klopp can mould. That
is the FSG model, after all.

The PR wars dictate that a likely conclusion instead appears to be the refusal to
sell and thus owning a demotivated Coutinho, who would doubtless angle for a
move next summer.

Klopp says Coutinho's situation is being handled by 'the club’, not himself, and it is
hardly ideal for a manager who planned to deploy the Brazilian deeper this term
to orchestrate and let Sadio Mane flourish further forward.

Mane was starved against Crystal Palace, even though he ended up the match-
winner, and Coutinho's absence was conspicuous. The Senegalese prodded his
goal past Wayne Hennessey with 17 minutes left, sparking relief.

Klopp said: 'The biggest thing the team did last year was getting fourth without
Sadio for pretty much half a year.

'He's made a big step. Everyone thinks about how quick he is with his legs and
that's true but he's quick in mind, that's the more impressive skill.' Mane needs
support. Business is expected to be done at Melwood in the coming 10 days, with
Klopp's office just a few yards from that of Edwards, and Liverpool will become a
much more attractive proposition should Hoffenheim be seen off.

That this great club has not already been sold to more than three new recruits
points towards a floundering transfer policy under Edwards. Coutinho is a
distraction.

SUPER STAT: Liverpool kept a clean sheet against Crystal Palace for the first time
in 14 matches (since January 2003).

LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Mignolet 7; Gomez 6, Matip 7, Klavan 6, Robertson 7.5; Milner

7 Wijnaldum 6 (Solanke 71min, 7), Henderson 6; Firmino 6.5 (Lovren 90) Mane 8,
Sturridge 5.5 (Salah 61, 7).

Subs not used: Karius, Flanagan, Can, Origi.

Scorer: Mane 73. Booked: Henderson. Manager: Jurgen Klopp 6. CRYSTAL PALACE
(5-3-2): Hennessey 6.5; Ward 6, Fosu-Mensah 7, Dann 6, Tomkins 6.5, Van
Aanholt 6.5 (Schlupp 84); Milivojevic 6 (Kaikai 77), Loftus-Cheek 7, Puncheon 6.5
(McArthur 73, 6); C Benteke 5, Townsend 5.5. Subs not used: Speroni, Kelly,
Cabaye, Lokilo.

Booked: Puncheon, Van Aanholt, C Benteke.

Manager: Frank De Boer 6. Man of the match: Sadio Mane. Referee: Kevin Friend
6.5.

Attendance: 53,138.

The Daily Telegraph

Klopp looks to Mane while Coutinho's future is in doubt

It is a measure of Sadio Mane's importance to Liverpool that when a question was
asked about the Senegalese forward's contribution last season, Jurgen Klopp's
appreciation of time was a little bit off.

"The biggest thing the team did last year was getting fourth without Sadio for
pretty much half a year," Klopp responded before correcting himself to some
extent. "l wasn't sure how long it was exactly but it was long."

Mane was unavailable to Klopp for six weeks in January and the beginning of
February because of duty at the African Cup of Nations - a period where
Liverpool's title hopes withered and domestic cups were exited in somewhat
embarrassing circumstances.

It is unlikely Klopp would ever admit Mane is his most important player because
his focus is a collective one but in light of Philippe Coutinho's continued absence
through a mysterious back injury during a period where Barcelona are pushing
hard to sign him, Klopp's subsequent comments about Mane's abilities acted as a
reminder, perhaps, of what he expects from his squad.

"He's made a big step but as you can imagine I'm not too happy about singing the
big song about a player that early in the season," he said. "But he is important,
everybody can see now he can change a game, that's cool. Sadio can learn so
much still, that's really good."

Klopp could laugh when it was suggested to him that Barcelona might want to
sign Mane, proceeding to give a little more insight into the characteristics of
someone who had just earned Liverpool the points in a narrow victory over
Crystal Palace.

"He's a wonderful guy, really humble," Klopp said of Mane. "He loves football,
nothing bad in him, he's the kind of player who has contact with everybody. Not
[in] a group here, or a group there. He likes all the boys but he's also really skilled
in being alone, by himself and close to his family."

There is a growing feeling amongst Liverpool supporters that losing Mane would
be felt harder than Coutinho but to some degree, Mane needs Coutinho to
function at his very best. It had been Klopp's plan to play Coutinho in a central
role this season, where his responsibility would be to start moves rather than
finish them - the speedhistory iness of thought releasing Liverpool's quick forward
line before opposition defences have settled. In a month's time, this might
happen because Klopp and Liverpool's stance on Coutinho has not changed and
Barcelona, meanwhile, are now acting desperately and do not appear to be in
control of the affair. If one player is to leave Anfield this month, it is likely to be
Mamadou Sakho. Yet, if he is to return to Palace, where he spent a successful loan
spell last season, Liverpool will have to lower their price.

Frank de Boer, the Palace manager, said that Sakho would be a "quality injection
for the club," but warned the PS30million asking price was "too expensive."

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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BARCA'S NEXT MANE ON THEIR WISH LIST; Klopp knows that if Sadio
shows this classy form, the Catalans will come knocking for another of
his star performers

LIVERPOOL 1

Mane 73

CRYSTAL PALACE 0O

GIVEN his love of the adulatory hug, it is something of a surprise just how
reluctant Jurgen Klopp is to single out any one of his players for praise.

For the Liverpool manager, it is all about the team, of course, something he
demonstrated to the Anfield faithful when they began a chant after Sadio Mane's
vital contribution in dismantling Crystal Palace's sturdy defensive wall.

"As you can imagine, I'm not too happy about singing the big song about a player
that early in the season," he harrumphed afterwards, following a nervous, stilted
performance from his side. If anyone deserves those songs at Anfield right now
though, it is Mane.

He has emerged as a pivotal player in this fluid Reds team, one who is surely more
important to their success than even the apparently irreplaceable Philippe
Coutinho.

Klopp knows that and, however reluctantly, was eventually prompted - by a
postmatch suggestion there were reports in Spain that Barcelona want Mane - to
put into context the influence the Senegal star has on his team.

A huge belly laugh in response to the Barca e m question (though the German's
eyes were far from smiling) was followed by a more serious confirmation of just
how good the African is.

"The biggest thing the team did last year was getting fourth without Sadio for
pretty much half a year | wasn't sure how long it was exactly but it was long,"
Klopp conceded.

"He's made a big step but he is important, everybody can see now he can change
a game, that's cool. Sadio can learn so much still, that's really good."

Mane missed the whole of January reaching the Africa Cup of Nations quarter-
final with his country, and then the last seven weeks of the campaign with injury.
And Klopp believes it is not even the player's searing pace that is his main
weapon.

"Sadio made a decision at the end which is very important. He's there in those
situations," the Reds boss said of the winning goal. "He's a striker, he scores goals
- you need to have the nose for these situations. It's not the same goal but it was
a little bit like the Everton goal at Goodison, where he was quickest in the mind.
"Everyone thinks about how quick he is with his legs and that's true but he's quick
in mind, that's maybe the more impressive skill."

What Klopp means is that the winger has the finishing instinct of a top striker but
from a wider position. Palace had defended so well - if painfully negatively for the
home crowd and the football purists - as they closed the game down and looked
to hit, very occasionally, on the break.

The Eagles almost took a lead which would have turned this game on its head too,
when Christian Benteke was sent in after smart work by the excellent Ruben
Loftus-Cheek. But his miss from seven yards was costly, especially with Mane in
such form.

His pace created havoc in the visiting defence, which culminated in an error for
the otherwise immaculate Luka Milivojevic, who fumbled the ball back to Mane,
and the finish was emphatic.

Afterwards, he spent an age in the sponsors' lounge, signing autographs and
accommodating ala selfies, and Klopp says it is a mark of the Mane.

"He's a wonderful guy, really humble - a really nice person, nothing bad in him,"
the manager explained. "He's the kind of player who has contact with everybody.
Not a group here, or a group there.

"He likes all the boys in the squad but is also skilled in being alone, by himself and
close to his family."

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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Sadio Mane proves Reds are more than a one-man Philippe Coutinho
band

There's a school of thought that Liverpool's talisman is desperately trying to force
his way out of the club. Here was proof that the real fulcrum of Jurgen Klopp's
side is happy, settled and hell-bent on delivering glory to Anfield.

The Philippe Coutinho saga may have proved an unwanted distraction this
summer, but Sadio Mane has put the Brazilian's continued absence firmly in
context. He has started the new campaign like a train.

Coutinho, who has yet to accept that his dream move to Barcelona won't be
happening, is a class act who would improve most teams in Europe.

Once his tantrum ends and that sore back clears up, he will be brought back into
the fold. However, Liverpool are far from a one-man band and Mane has proved it
with relish. Having got the Reds going with a classy opener at Watford and
tormented Hoffenheim in midweek, the Senegalese winger was the match-winner
in a hard-fought victory over Crystal Palace.

The last time Mane graced Anfield his afternoon ended in agony as a knee
ligament injury curtailed his season in early April.

On his return to L4 he showcased exactly why Kopites having taken him to their
hearts since his £30million move from Southampton last summer.

Mane was far from his blistering best against Palace, but he's always a hive of
activity, always alert, always looking to make something happen. His pace
frightens the life out of defenders. Liverpool were 17 minutes away from a
damaging stalemate when he stepped up and made the decisive contribution.
There was a slice of good fortune attached to it after he had exchanged passes
with Andy Robertson. Luka Milivojevic made a hash of dealing with the danger
and Dominic Solanke helped force the error. It dropped perfectly into Mane's
path and he clinically dispatched it beyond Wayne Hennessey in front of the Kop.
As Anfield erupted, Mane made a beeline for his manager in the technical area. A
year ago he was memorably pictured riding Klopp's back at the Emirates.

This time he had to settle for a playful slap from the boss, who was restrained in
the knowledge that the points weren't yet secure. Liverpool simply aren't the
same team without Mane — his stint at the Africa Cup of Nations and his time on
the treatment table underlined that last season.

His first season with the Reds yielded 13 league goals and a clean sweep at the
club awards night. His second promises to be even better. Imagine what Mane
would be worth in the current market? Certainly, at least three times what
Liverpool paid for him. The Reds' first league win of the campaign should have
been much more comfortable as they wasted a stack of chances during a much
improved second-half display after an insipid opening 45 minutes.

But for Klopp, this was a significant triumph as his gamble paid off.

You won't find many fans who agree with his assessment that the squad boasts
sufficient depth to handle the demands of both domestic and European football
this season. Making five changes was risky but Klopp's faith was rewarded as
those on the fringes stepped up and delivered. Robertson enjoyed a highly
impressive debut at left-back and should keep his place ahead of Alberto Moreno
for Wednesday night's second leg of the Champions League play-off against
Hoffenheim. The £10million signing from Hull City provided a succession of quality
deliveries into the penalty box and worked tirelessly defensively.

On the other flank, Joe Gomez, deputising for the rested Trent Alexander-Arnold,
shone on his first Premier League start since September 2015.

Defensively, it was a big improvement after the uncertainty and indecision which
dogged the Reds in the opening two matches. Ragnar Klavan did well in place of
Dejan Lovren and the Estonian certainly benefited from another commanding
display from the outstanding Joel Matip alongside him. It was the first time
Liverpool have kept a clean sheet in the league against Palace for 20 years.

Of course tougher tests lie ahead but this was a welcome step forward as they
dealt with everything thrown at them. What was still lacking was a real creative
spark from the centre of midfield but Klopp's substitutions made up for that
shortcoming. He went for broke with the introduction of Mohamed Salah and
debutant Solanke and that duo helped give Liverpool the attacking thrust which
led to Palace buckling under the strain. The Reds only briefly spluttered into life
during an instantly forgettable first half. Klopp's men enjoyed 70% possession but
did precious little with it as Palace sat deep and frustrated them.

There was a scare when James Tomkins' header dropped wide, but for the most
part Palace were camped in their own half and challenging Liverpool to break
them down. The rare moments of quality came from the left boot of the
composed Robertson, who grasped his chance to shine. It was his pass which
enabled James Milner to get in behind Joel Ward. However, the angle was right
and he couldn't beat Hennessey. The Scotland international's pin-point delivery
then put one on a plate for Matip, but the centre-back timed his jump all wrong
and nodded wide. Robertson whipped in another beauty after latching on to
Milner's short corner. Palace had nodded off but Mane was unable to convert
under pressure. Firmino's fierce strike finally forced a save out of Hennessey
before Simon Mignolet was called into action to deny Jason Puncheon on the
counter. There was major let-off early in the second half with Klavan the most
relieved man inside Anfield.

The Estonian was beaten far too easily by Ruben Loftus-Cheek, who put it on a
plate for Christian Benteke. However, the former Reds striker, who bagged the
winner at Anfield in April, blazed over from six yards out.

Suddenly, there was more urgency and purpose from the Reds. The atmosphere
changed as belief started to grow. Roberto Firmino, Jordan Henderson, Mane and
Gini Wijnaldum all went close before the breakthrough finally arrived.

Suddenly, Frank de Boer had to show some ambition and as Palace committed
players forward with Scott Dann employed as a makeshift striker, they left plenty
of gaps for Liverpool to exploit. Salah nodded straight at Hennessey, who then
produced heroics to deny Solanke, Robertson and Salah.

Palace couldn't spoil the party this time. Liverpool were worthy winners.

For all the gnashing of teeth over the lack of transfer activity and the unedifying
Coutinho sideshow, Klopp's Reds are up and running. MAN OF THE MATCH. Andy
Robertson. An impressive debut from the Scottish left-back.

LIVERPOOL: Mignolet, Gomez, Matip, Klavan, Robertson, Henderson, Milner,
Wijnaldum (Solanke 71), Mane, Firmino (Lovren 90), Sturridge (Salah 61). Subs:
Karius, Flanagan, Can, Origi. BOOKING: Henderson. GOAL: Mane 73.

CRYSTAL PALACE: Hennessey, Fosu-Mensah, Dann, Tomkins, Ward, Milivojevic
(Kaikai 77), Puncheon (McArthur 73), Van Aanholt (Schlupp 84), Loftus-Cheek,
Townsend, Benteke. Subs: Speroni, Cabaye, Eyenga Lokilo, Kelly. BOOKINGS:
Puncheon, Van Aanholt, Benteke.

REFEREE: Kevin Friend.

ATT: 53,138.

EVENING STANDARD

Sadio Mane consigns Frank de Boer to another Premier League defeat
Sadio Mane's second-half goal was enough to see Liverpooledge a 1-0 Premier
League win over Crystal Palace at Anfield.

Frank de Boer's Eagles looked an improved side after their 3-0 opening-day defeat
at home to Huddersfield, and frustrated Jurgen Klopp's hosts for the opening half.
But Palace's resistance wore out as Mane latched on to a loose ball before poking
a low finish past Wayne Hennessey with 17 minutes left on the clock.

De Boer put Scott Dann up front alongside Christian Benteke in a late bid to
unsettle Liverpool's defence, but Palace could not find a leveller.

For long periods the game was crying out for the sort of defence-splitting piece of
magic usually provided by Philippe Coutinho against teams who come to frustrate.
It is why Barcelona are so keen to get their hands on him - having had an
£118million bid, their third offer, rejected on the eve of the match - but with the
Brazil international currently sidelined by a back injury the Reds looked for
inspiration from elsewhere.

For much of the game it came from debutant left-back Andrew Robertson, one of
three changes to a defence which had conceded late goals to Watford last
weekend and Hoffenheim in the week.

Although first appearances may be deceptive the £8million buy from relegated
Hull looks like he could be a bargain.

Offering more attacking intent, a willingness to get to the byline and a genuine
left-foot he would appear to be an upgrade on last season's makeshift option of
James Milner, who is trying to re-establish himself in midfield.

All Liverpool's best work in the first half came from the 23-year-old Scotland
international, with Joel Matip somehow heading his far-post cross wide of the
near post from four yards and Sadio Mane unable to get his body in the right
position and only tamely diverting the ball into the hands of Wayne Hennessey
from close range.

Within the space of 30 seconds Roberto Firmino and Palace's Jason Puncheon, on
a breakaway, saw efforts parried away with Georginio Wijnaldum's low volley
early in the second half saved by Hennessey.

Liverpool's nemesis Christian Benteke, with seven in eight matches against his
former club, should have added to his four league goals at Anfield but fired over
from eight yards from Ruben Loftus-Cheek's cut-back.

That was as close as Palace came to becoming only the fourth team in history to
win four successive league matches at Anfield as they failed to properly test a
team whose defensive frailty has regularly been exposed, often by the Eagles
themselves, particularly from set-pieces.

Manager Klopp sent on other new signings Mohamed Salah and Dominic Solanke
for their Anfield bows and although the latter looked lively it was Mane who
eventually made the breakthrough.

The 25-year-old, Liverpool's top scorer in the league last season, exchanged
passes with Robertson and as Luka Milivojvic got himself in a tangle and bundled
the ball goalwards the Senegal international pounced to make it successive
defeats for new Palace boss Frank de Boer.

Compiled by Graeme Riley
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Mane seals victory to get Liverpool up and running

This was one that Liverpool got away with. It had seemed as though it was going
to be another of those Groundhog Days at Anfield. Away team shows up and
defends reasonably well: Liverpool have injuries, their replacements do not
possess the quality to deal with what is in front of them. Result: the visitors goes
home happier.

Not on this occasion. It took a brain lapse from the previously trustworthy Luka
Milivojevic and a fair amount of pressure from substitute Dominic Solanke on his
Premier League debut to transform the mood. Suddenly, Sadio ManA[c] was
facing the Kop. Suddenly, Liverpool had their victory.

Philippe Coutinho is a fine player and losing him to Barcelona would be a major
loss for Jurgen Klopp. But it is ManA[c] who Klopp really needs available to him
the most this season. Again, here, he was Liverpool's match-winner. Again, he was
the player Liverpool's opponent seemed the most concerned about. Again,
ultimately, there was little they could do. His reaction to Milivojevic's mistake was
ruthless.

Klopp's has said he is satisfied with the depth in his squad, providing there are no
more injuries. This was an opportunity to see whether those not normally
considered first choice are equipped to deal with opponents like Crystal Palace
when the pressure is on at Anfield.

There were five changes from the team that defeated Hoffenheim in Germany on
Tuesday night and three new defenders represented a major reconstruction of
the backline.

There was an operational flaw with this Liverpool team, though, a team whose
midfield was conscientious but lacking in vision. It meant the attack was
undersupplied and that resulted in Roberto Firmino and ManA[c] dropping deeper
to receive possession, subsequently taking them further and further away from
the positions where they can be so dangerous.

This match report could be a copy and paste job from any of the games where
Liverpool struggled at home last season. Having been walloped at home by
Huddersfield Town last weekend, Frank de Boer could not afford a second heavy
defeat so his approach was a patient one, crowding central areas of the pitch,
encouraging Liverpool to break his side down.

It says a lot that the creator of Liverpool's clearest chances was Andrew
Robertson, their new left-back signing from Hull City. The Scotland international
was being afforded much time and space to do pretty much as he pleased but
there was still a responsibility on him to use his freedoms effectively.

On three occasions in the first half he was involved in moves that nearly led to a
Liverpool opener, the clearest of which fell to Joel Matip from one of his crosses.
During his Liverpool career Matip has not convinced many with his aerial ability in
defensive situations so it should not really be a surprise that he could not
capitalise on an attacking one. This particular header was woefully judged. He
should have scored.

Anfield was nervous. Each time a free-kick was conceded and each time a cross
was delivered into the box, the stadium fell; minds wondering whether Liverpool's
goalkeeper and defenders were able to deal with the threat coming their way.
Palace's clearest goalscoring opportunity, though, came from open play, and on
this occasion Ruben Loftus-Cheek found it very easy to power his way past Ragnar
Klavan and supply Benteke. Benteke, though, finished like Matip before him.
Benteke and Palace were made to pay. Liverpool get their first win of the season
in the league. Improvements, however, are necessary.

Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet; Gomez, Matip, Klavan, Robertson; Milner, Henderson,
Wijnaldum (Solanke 71); ManA|c], Sturridge (Salah 60), Firmino (Lovren, 89). Subs
not used: Karius, Can, Origi, Flanagan.

Crystal Palace (3-5-2): Hennessey; Fosu-Mensah, Dann, Tomkins; Ward, Loftus-
Cheek, Milivojevic (Kaikai 77), Puncheon (McArthur 73), van Aanholt (Schlupp 84);
Townsend, Benteke. Subs not used: Speroni, Cabaye, Lokilo, Kelly.

The Sunday Telegraph

Mane grabs victory but Liverpool toil

Liverpool 1

Mane 73

Crystal Palace 0

Att: 53,188

It certainly was not pulsating, nor was it particularly convincing, but Liverpool
have their first victory in the Premier League this season after beating an
opponent they have struggled against historically, while fielding an under-
strength side.

In choosing to make five changes ahead of the Champions League qualifying stage
second-leg tie against Hoffenheim on Wednesday night, Jurgen Klopp called his
decision "rotation".

If this is a reflection of the quality beyond his first XI, there are causes for concern.
This Liverpool win was a fortuitous one, ceded to them by Luka Milivojevic, whose
mistake in front of the Kop afforded Sadio Mane with the type of opportunity he
seldom misses.

Usually, the post-match words of Klopp provide entertainment but here, Frank de
Boer's were the most relevant. "If you concede a goal you want it to be because
of the quality of Liverpool, and this was not the case," the Crystal Palace manager
said. "You could see they were frustrated. They had to play around us rather than
through us."

It might be true that Mane's importance to Liverpool is greater than Philippe
Coutinho's. But if he goes to Barcelona, who will be there to serve the Senegalese
forward?4Henrikh Klopp focused on the positives. He was happy with Liverpool's
defensive performance, but that ignored a basic structural flaw of his team. The
German chose two centre-backs in Joel Matip and Ragnar Klavan, who are not
comfortable in possession. This meant Jordan Henderson and James Milner had to
drop deep to start Liverpool's play from the back, and they are midfielders known
for their industry, rather than their creativity.

Subsequently, Liverpool's attackers were often found seeking possession near the
halfway line, far from an area where they could cause damage. Until Mane's
intervention, that a Liverpool goal seemed most likely to come from their new
left-back, Andrew Robertson, says everything about the type of threat Liverpool
were posing.

The signing from Hull City was allowed time on the ball by Palace, but there
remained a duty on him to use his freedoms effectively. On three occa-sions in
the first half he was involved in moves that nearly led to a Liverpool lead, the best
of which involved across that eluded Wayne Hennessey, the Palace goalkeeper,
and fell to Matip.

During his Liverpool career, Matip has been unconvincing in aerial defensive
situations, so it was no surprise when he jumped too early to meet this header.
The standard of finishing from both sides was poor. When Ruben Loftus-Cheek
dribbled past Klavan, Palace's opener was waiting to be scored.

Leaning back, however, Christian Benteke fired over. It proved to be a costly miss.
Palace remain winless. Liverpool get away with it.

Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet 7; Gomez 6, Matip 6, Klavan 5, Robertson 7; Milner 6,
Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 5 (Solanke 71); Mane 6, Sturridge 6 (Salah 60), Firmino 5
(Lovren, 89). Subs not used Karius (g), Can, Origi, Flanagan.

Booked Henderson. Crystal Palace (3-5-2): Hennessey 6; Fosu-Mensah 5, Dann 6,
Tomkins 6; Ward 5, Loftus-Cheek 6, Milivojevic 5 (Kaikai 77), Puncheon 6
(McArthur 73), Van Aanholt 5 (Schlupp 84); Townsend 5, Benteke 5. Subs not used
Speroni (g), Cabaye, Lokilo, Kelly. Booked Puncheon, Van Aanholt. Referee Kevin
Friend.
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Liverpool rescue act

Eventually the clouds over Anfield disappeared, the sun broke through and Sadio
Mane scrambled a goal that got Liverpool three points they badly needed. They
can now prepare for Wednesday's Champions League second leg against
Hoffenheim without the recriminations that would have followed anything but
victory in this game. It was not pretty or even comfortable. Only after Mane's goal
17 minutes from the end did the home team play with the confidence that might
be expected of a team thought to be challengers for this season's Premier League.
Before then Liverpool seemed weighed down by the uncertainty that has come
with Barcelona's pursuit of Philippe Coutinho. Of course, that was not the only
factor. With Hoffenheim on his mind, Jurgen Klopp rested the exciting young right
back, Trent Alexander-Arnold, and four of his more experienced players, Dejan
Lovren, Alberto Moreno, Emre Can and Mo Salah. The changes and the team's
fragile confidence offered Crystal Palace an opportunity but after their 3-0 loss at
home to Huddersfield last weekend, Palace had their own issues.

Their manager, Frank de Boer, wanted to defend better and they certainly did
that. "The positive thing from my point of view," he said afterwards, "is that we
were really concentrated and playing as a team. | said to them if you play with the
discipline and intensity you showed here, the results will come."

It was certainly an improvement on the previous performance but Palace did not
offer much of an attacking threat. On those occasions when they did get into
Liverpool's penalty area, they weren't the first team to find a seam of fragility.
Ten minutes into the second half, Palace had the best chance of the game when
the impressive Ruben Loftus-Cheek got on the end of a Tim Fosu-Mensah long
pass, muscled Ragnar Klavan off the ball, then glided round the centre-back
before pulling the ball back for Christian Benteke. His side-footed finish flew over
the bar. Benteke is exasperating. There are times when he seems unstoppable.
Other times he looks like he's working to rule, chasing 50-50 balls while at the
same time regarding them as lost causes. He was on a go-slow day and with
teammates so concentrated on not conceding, he played like he felt his

contribution would not matter.

De Boer is probably right when he says his team can build on this performance.
Loftus-Cheek played with a lot of confidence and, with more opportunities, will
get even better. There was much to like about the compactness of the defence.
Liverpool could not go through them and were not really equipped to get round
them. Liverpool might not have survived a more searching test. A Jason Puncheon
free kick picked out James Tomkins but his header sailed beyond the far post.
Liverpool had the better chances in the first half but they were few. Debutant
Andrew Robertson delivered two fine crosses the first Joel Matip headed wide,
the second found Mane at the far post but the striker could not finish. Robertson
is an interesting addition as he was playing in the Scottish third division four years
ago and considering a university career. He stuck with football and from Queens
Park he moved to Dundee United, then got his chance with Hull. Liverpool bought
him for what now seems a trifling PS8m, that could ride to PS10m if he does well.
Judging by this debut performance, Hull will receive that extra PS2m. Sub-plots
were needed because the main one was slow-moving. Roberto Firmino drew a
good save from Wayne Hennessey but almost immediately Andros Townsend and
Loftus-Cheek created a chance for Puncheon that Simon Mignolet saved well.
After Benteke's bad miss early in the second half, Mane got the winning goal. It
was a fortuitous opening, created by the back-tracking Luka Milivojevic. Mane and
Robertson played a one-two but Mane allowed the ball to get away from with the
clumsiest of touches. Running back, Milivojevic touched towards his own goal,
Dominic Solanke tried to intercept but only knocked it into Milivojevic's path and
with his second unwitting touch, the Serbian played Mane through.

No one expected to be presented with so straightforward an opportunity and he
finished easily. Thereafter Liverpool were better and might have increased their
lead. It was the team's defence that Klopp wished to highlight afterwards.

Asked about Coutinho, Klopp said there was nothing new to report. "l am
informed about everything that happens within the club and nothing has
changed. | don't say there was another bid."

Star man: Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace) Yellow cards: Liverpool: Henderson
Crystal Palace: Puncheon, Van Aanholt, Benteke Referee: K Friend Attendance:
53,138 Liverpool: Mignolet 6, Gomez 7, Matip 7, Klavan 5, Robertson 6,
Henderson 6, Wijnaldum 6 (Solanke 71min, 6), Milner 6, Mane 7, Sturridge 5
(Salah 61min, 6), Firmino 6 (Lovren 90min, 6) Substitutes: Karius, Can, Origi,
Flanagan Crystal Palace: Hennessey 7, Fosu-Mensah 6, Dann 6, Tomkins 6, Ward
6, Loftus-Cheek 7, Milivojevic 6 (Kaikai 77min, 6), Van Aanholt 6 (Schlupp 84min,
6), Townsend 6, Benteke 4, Puncheon 5 (McArthur 73min, 5) Substitutes: Speroni,

Cabaye, Lokilo, Kelly

TheObserver
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Sadio Mane earned Liverpool their first Premier League win of the season as
Crystal Palace suffered a second straight defeat despite an improved display at
Anfield.

Jurgen Klopp's side were heading for a frustrating draw after wasting a string of
chances when Mane prodded past Wayne Hennessey for his second league goal
of the campaign.

Palace, beaten 3-0 at home to Huddersfield in their opening match, should have
scored when the game was goalless.

Christian Benteke was unmarked and eight yards out but blazed over the bar from
Ruben Loftus-Cheek's pass.

This was far from vintage Liverpool who, for once, struggled in front of goal
despite peppering the Palace defence with 16 shots - half of them on target.

Joel Matip headed a great chance wide, while Mane missed a glorious opportunity
before he scored - both chances created by debutant Andrew Robertson.

The full-back impressed going forward while helping Liverpool produce a much-
needed clean sheet after the defensive horror show in the 3-3 draw at Watford
last week.

Klopp made five changes to the team that started the Champions League play-off
win at Hoffenheim in midweek and surprisingly left summer signing Mohamed
Salah on the bench.

Daniel Sturridge produced flashes of his best form in Salah's place before the
£34m signing came on to help his team - who were much better in the second half
- to a hard-fought victory.

Mane's goal punctured the frustration which was building inside Anfield.

A one-two with substitute Dominic Solanke seemed to have been dealt with by
Palace, only for the ball to roll kindly for the Senegal forward to poke past
Hennessey.

Improvement from Palace

Benteke scored both goals in Palace's 2-1 win at Anfield in April and the former
Liverpool striker will surely still be wondering how he failed to find the net in this
game.

Matip did a fine marking job on Benteke throughout. However, Benteke was well
placed to give Palace a 57th-minute lead after excellent work by Loftus-Cheek but
somehow hammered the ball over the bar. It was a huge let-off for Liverpool.
Nevertheless, this was a much-improved performance by Frank de Boer's team
after their Huddersfield defeat, and they were well organised and solid at the
back in the first half. They also lost their opening two games of last season before
bouncing back to finish seven points above the relegation zone in 14th spot.

Man of the match - Andrew Robertson (Liverpool)

No wonder defender Andrew Robertson was smiling after his Premier League
debut for Liverpool. He produced two wonderful crosses which should have
resulted in goals, before being denied himself late on from long range.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp:

"It was difficult. We could have played a little clearer in the first half. We
defended brilliantly and we had the ball all of the time - it felt like 85% possession.
You need to make the right decisions and in the first half we didn't. We could
have finished more often than we did, but had our moments.

"The second half was much better and | loved the goal we scored because it was
not our best one-two in the game. It was a nice goal and we deserved it a lot.

"At 1-0 up we made the ball do the work. We could have closed the game earlier,
we didn't. It was an all-inclusive package."

Crystal Palace manager Frank de Boer:

"We were quite concentrated for almost all of the match. | saw a team who wants
to fight for each other. It could be a draw, a Liverpool win or the other way - with
our two chances it could have been different.

"A lot of times they were frustrated because we played very organised.

"Today this was the best tactic to get the result, but the coin could have fallen the
other way."

'Impressive debut' - the stats

Robertson, who made his Premier League debut for the Reds, created more
chances (three) and had more touches of the ball (134) than any other Liverpool
player.

De Boer is only the second Dutch manager to suffer defeat in his first two Premier
League games after Martin Jol, who lost his opening three in the competition.
Liverpool have kept five clean sheets in their past six Premier League games, as
many as in the previous 21.

Crystal Palace have lost six of their past seven games in the Premier League,
failing to score in each defeat.

The Reds kept a clean sheet against Crystal Palace for the first time in 14
competitive matches.

Liverpool have lost just one of their past 14 Premier League matches - this fixture
last season.

What's next?

Liverpool will now look to finish off the job against Hoffenheim and secure a place
in the Champions League group stage. The Reds lead the Bundesliga club 2-1
going into Wednesday's deciding play-off leg at Anfield (19:45 BST).

Palace are also in midweek cup action. They entertain Ipswich Town in the second
round of the EFL Cup on Tuesday (19:30 BST).

Compiled by Graeme Riley



http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/40835421
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/40924300
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/40924300
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/39612237

Date: 19 August 2017 Bec
Opposition: Crystal Palace

Competition: League

Sundav Times Times Mirror o

z

Echo Sun Independent Guardian Mail @
0

Sun Telegraph Telegraph Standard §

HEE

Match ends, Liverpool 1, Crystal Palace 0.

90'+5' Second Half ends, Liverpool 1, Crystal Palace 0.

90'+5' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

90'+5' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace.

90'+4' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool.

90'+4' James McArthur (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

90'+3' Offside, Crystal Palace. Andros Townsend tries a through ball, but Scott Dann is
caught offside.

90'+2' Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace is shown the yellow card for a bad foul.

90'+1' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

90'+1' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace.

90'+1' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Dominic Solanke.

90'+1' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box
is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Joel Matip.

90' Substitution, Liverpool. Dejan Lovren replaces Roberto Firmino.

89' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Wayne Hennessey.

89' Attempt saved. Andrew Robertson (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box
is saved in the top centre of the goal.

89' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from the right side of
the box is blocked.

89' Attempt saved. Dominic Solanke (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

86' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

86' Foul by Scott Dann (Crystal Palace.

86' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

86' James Tomkins (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

85' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool.

85' James McArthur (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

85' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
saved in the centre of the goal.

84' Substitution, Crystal Palace. Jeffrey Schlupp replaces Patrick van Aanholt.

84' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool.

84' Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

82' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Joseph Gomez with a cross.

79' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Andrew Robertson.

78' Corner, Crystal Palace. Conceded by Dominic Solanke.

78' Foul by Dominic Solanke (Liverpool.

78' Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half.

77' Offside, Liverpool. Joseph Gomez tries a through ball, but Mohamed Salah is caught
offside.

77' Substitution, Crystal Palace. Sullay Kaikai replaces Luka Milivojevic.

76' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

76' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace.

73' Substitution, Crystal Palace. James McArthur replaces Jason Puncheon.

73' Goal! Liverpool 1, Crystal Palace 0. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the
centre of the box to the bottom left corner.

71' Substitution, Liverpool. Dominic Solanke replaces Georginio Wijnaldum.

71' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

71' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace.

70' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the box is
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Jordan Henderson.

70" Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre
of the box is blocked.

70" Attempt blocked. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the
box is blocked. Assisted by Mohamed Salah.

69' Jordan Henderson (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul.

69' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool.

69' Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half.

64' Foul by Mohamed Salah (Liverpool.

64' Patrick van Aanholt (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

63' Patrick van Aanholt (Crystal Palace is shown the yellow card.

61' Substitution, Liverpool. Mohamed Salah replaces Daniel Sturridge.

59' Attempt missed. Andrew Robertson (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of
the box is too high. Assisted by Daniel Sturridge.

59' Attempt saved. Jordan Henderson (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box
is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané.

59' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box
is blocked. Assisted by Ragnar Klavan.

56' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of
the box is close, but misses the top right corner.

55' Attempt missed. Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace right footed shot from the centre
of the box is too high. Assisted by Ruben Loftus-Cheek.

54' Offside, Liverpool. Georginio Wijnaldum tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is
caught offside.

54' Attempt saved. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the
box is saved in the bottom left corner.

53' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Joel Ward.

52' Attempt missed. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
just a bit too high from a direct free kick.

51' Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

51' Foul by Timothy Fosu-Mensah (Crystal Palace.

49' Offside, Crystal Palace. Patrick van Aanholt tries a through ball, but Christian
Benteke is caught offside.

47' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Scott Dann.

Second Half begins Liverpool 0, Crystal Palace 0.

45'+2' First Half ends, Liverpool 0, Crystal Palace 0.

45'+1' Foul by Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool.

45'+1' Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half.

42" Joel Matip (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

42' Foul by Andros Townsend (Crystal Palace.

41' Attempt saved. Jason Puncheon (Crystal Palace left footed shot from the left side of
the box is saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Ruben Loftus-Cheek.

41' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Joseph Gomez.

38' Attempt blocked. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is
blocked.

37' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

37' Foul by Jason Puncheon (Crystal Palace.

35' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from very close range is
saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Andrew Robertson with a cross.

34' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Scott Dann.

33' Offside, Crystal Palace. Joel Ward tries a through ball, but Scott Dann is caught
offside.

33' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

33' Joel Ward (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

30' Delay over. They are ready to continue.

29' Delay in match Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool because of an injury.

29' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

29' Foul by Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace.

28' Attempt missed. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is
high and wide to the left. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

22' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

22' Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the defensive half.

21' Offside, Crystal Palace. Scott Dann tries a through ball, but Christian Benteke is
caught offside.

19' Attempt blocked. Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace right footed shot from outside the
box is blocked.

18' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool.

18' Christian Benteke (Crystal Palace wins a free kick in the attacking half.

15' Jason Puncheon (Crystal Palace is shown the yellow card for a bad foul.

15' Joseph Gomez (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

15' Foul by Jason Puncheon (Crystal Palace.

15' Attempt missed. Joel Matip (Liverpool header from very close range misses to the
left. Assisted by Andrew Robertson with a cross following a set piece situation.

14' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing.

14' Foul by Joel Ward (Crystal Palace.

10' Attempt saved. James Milner (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Andrew Robertson.

9' Attempt missed. James Tomkins (Crystal Palace header from the centre of the box is
close, but misses the top right corner. Assisted by Jason Puncheon with a cross following
a set piece situation.

8' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool.

8' Andros Townsend (Crystal Palace wins a free kick on the right wing.

5' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing.

5' Foul by James Tomkins (Crystal Palace.

3' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

3' Foul by Luka Milivojevic (Crystal Palace.

First Half begins.

Lineups are announced and players are warming up.
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