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Arsenal come out fighting in festive thriller

Arsenal 3 Sanchez 53, Xhaka 56, Ozil 58 Liverpool 3 Coutinho 26, Salah 52, Firmino
71

Even with the mad rush to get home for Christmas, and assorted transport
problems, it was still extraordinary to see some Arsenal fans leaving before the
end of one of the most thrilling, switchback games of the Premier League season.
Entertainment ruled here. Leading 2-0 seven minutes into the second

half, Liverpool were dominating, and the mood among the Arsenal faithful was
turning ugly. But then Mesut Ozil turned on the style, taking responsibility, and
Arsenal hit three goals in five minutes. Yet such was the poor nature of the
defending on both sides that Liverpool managed to recover, although what this
highlighted was how far they are behind Manchester City in points and quality.
This was one of the craziest games of the season, with Arsenal abject for 52
minutes. It really should have been 3-0 to Liverpool at the break, and would have
been had Arsenal not had the determined Petr Cech in goal, and Mohamed Salah
and Sadio Mane not wasted glorious opportunities.

Arsene Wenger's players had departed to a flurry of boos at the break, revealing
the fans' frustration at the abject defending, the failure of players such as Granit
Xhaka in midfield to halt Liverpoolattacks, and annoyance at Alexis Sanchez's
indifference to the concept of tracking back, particularly when Mane got away
from him at one point. The absence of any shots on target compounded their
anger, and was such a contrast to events in the second half when they finally
awoke. Until then Liverpool had been so in control; it was just that the scoreboard
did not reflect their superiority more. Wenger had placed his trust in the pace of
the 20-year-old Ainsley Maitland-niles at left back against Salah, who had just
become the first Liverpool player since lan Rush in 1986 to score 20 goals in a
season by Christmas. It was a tall order yet Maitland-Niles started well, seeing off
Salah's first two charges.

Liverpool suffered only minimal disruption when Jordan Henderson damaged a
hamstring trying to keep up with Ozil, and limped away to be replaced by James
Milner. With Milner anchoring alongside Emre Can, Philippe Coutinho had even
more licence to push on in support of Salah, Roberto Firmino and Mane.
Coutinho was soon running the show, sending Salah down the right after 14
minutes, accepting the return and curling a left-footed shot wide. It was a warning
that Arsenal failed to heed, the threat down the right -- the Brazilian's clever
movement in finding space. Coutinho then drifted left, sending the eager Andrew
Robertson forward and putting in a cross that Laurent Koscielny cleared.

It was an angle of attack that Liverpool favoured for a while, Robertson targeting
the far post. Petr Cech picked off a couple of Robertson's crosses, but the third
was met by Firmino. Cech, the rock of ages, saved. Then Coutinho crossed from
the left, and Firmino got in front of Maitland-Niles but steered his header just
wide. Arsenal bordered on the shambolic. They were so disorganised, so slow to
react. There was no fight, although Jack Wilshere, making his third successive
league start, tried to take the game to Liverpool. But Arsenal were so open, so
poor, and duly punished after 26 minutes. Liverpool broke suddenly, moving the
ball forward so quickly with Milner brilliantly sending Salah driving down the right.
Maitland-Niles was out of position. As Salah ran at Koscielny, Coutinho flew
through the middle and Wilshere and Xhaka failed to keep pace.

When Salah's delivery came in, clipping Koscielny, the unmarked Coutinho calmly
guided his header over Cech. It was Coutinho's first headed goal in the Premier
League in his 150th game. Liverpool fans celebrated with a red flare. The distress
signals were all coming from Arsenal's defence. Firmino shot over. When Xhaka
erred in possession, and then Koscielny slipped, Cech denied Salah. Arsenal were
then grateful that Mane went for the spectacular, and the athletic overhead kick
which flew over. Then Salah miscued.

It got briefly worse in the second half as Liverpool made it 2-0 within seven
minutes of the restart. Again Liverpool were swift and devastating in transition,
Firmino feeding the ball in to Salah, who curled it past the unsighted Cech via a
deflection. But then came one of the most extraordinary passages of play in
Arsenal's recent history, 4 minutes 45 seconds that will never be forgotten,
turning the game on its head.

Sanchez began the comeback, exploiting inexperience and hesitancy from Joe
Gomez to meet Hector Bellerin's cross from the right and head past Simon
Mignolet. Sanchez turned and sprinted back to the halfway line. Arsenal fans
finally believed. They had scarcely finished celebrating getting back in the game
than they were level. Suddenly all the moans and groans about Xhaka were ended
when he let fly from range, the ball moving slightly in the air, but heading straight
at Mignolet. The Belgian bizarrely tried to fend it away with one hand, but his
attempt was too weak, and the ball carried on into the net.

Arsenal supporters had no time to draw breath before they had taken the lead.
Ozil was now far more influential, bringing his elegant skills to bear on this
madcap match. Ozil teased the ball in to Alexandre Lacazette, collected the flicked
return, and then so confidently dinked the ball over Mignolet.

Arsenal were in the ascendancy, as assured now as they had been apathetic in the
first half, but both defences were gifting chances. Liverpool equalised when Can
sent Firmino through the middle and his shot was too powerful for Cech, who
took some of the pace off it but not enough and the ball dropped in.

The game continued to swing this way and that, with Arsenal almost claiming the
lead when Sanchez and Ozil worked the ball right to Bellerin, whose shot was

pushed over by Mignolet. Arsenal went for it. Having removed the hobbling
Nacho Monreal for Shkodran Mustafi at the break, Wenger made his second
change with 12 minutes remaining, sending on Danny Welbeck for Alex Iwobi.
Jurgen Klopp responded by adding some midfield security with Georginio
Wijnaldum for Mane and switching from a back four to wing backs, Milner and
Robertson. Klopp then withdrew Coutinho for Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, who
played 198 games for Arsenal, and left with the memory of 20 goals and three FA
Cup winners' medals. He returned to boos, and some applause. Liverpool almost
seized victory at the death but Maitland-Niles raced back to thwart Can.

guardian

Roberto Firmino saves point for Liverpool after Arsenal’s crazy five
minutes

Sometimes it is better simply to glory in the madness of it all. Arsenal had been
abject in the first half. They trailed to Philippe Coutinho’s header and the damage
ought to have been heavier. The boos at half-time were loud and

angry. Liverpoolhad been excellent.

To say that the game was turned upside down inside five second-half minutes
would be the understatement of the season. Out of nowhere Arsenal scored
three times. Simon Mignolet was horribly culpable on Granit Xhaka’s equaliser but
he was merely the lead character in the latest defensive horror show from
Liverpool against a leading club. The mood inside the Emirates Stadium went from
poisonous to party time. Mesut Ozil’s third for Arsenal was a cracker. How had
this happened? Jurgen Klopp stared into space. It would have been a crime if his
Liverpool team had left empty-handed and, mercifully for them, they did not.
Emre Can played in Roberto Firmino and, amid more shoddy marking, his shot
looped up off Petr Cech’s fingertips before dropping down and in.

Klopp lost it. The Liverpool manager hurled his water bottle down and, eyes
bulging, yelled in the direction of the Arsenal supporters in his vicinity. It drew a
furious response from them and somebody threw a water bottle towards the
manager. Klopp would walk over to those fans moments later to hold his hands
up in apology. He need not have done. It was an occasion when everybody was
dragged through the wringer.

Arséne Wenger said he was disappointed not to have won and he managed to
keep a straight face while doing so. The flaws in his team were there for all to see
until Alexis Sdnchez scored to drag them back into it, and he could be thankful to
a higher power for those crazy five minutes. Without them it would have been
easy to imagine the latest outbreak of mutiny.

This Wenger team is prone to crashes. Think of the 4-0 defeat at Anfield in
August. But they are equally famed for their recoveries. They managed to cram
both of the traits into a single 90 minutes.

That said, this is a time for celebration and it would be churlish not to
acknowledge the attacking brio on display — particularly from Liverpool. Firmino
set the tone with his energy at the tip of Klopp’s formation but he was ably
supported by Mohamed Salah. Coutinho, as usual, was a joy to watch. From an
Arsenal point of view Ozil’s clipped finish rounded off a lovely team move, which
was ignited by Alexandre Lacazette’s beautiful back-heel, and they would
doubtless argue they forced the errors from Joe Gomez and Mignolet for their
first two goals. Liverpool had arrived on the back of four straight Premier

League wins — in which they had scored 16 times — and it seemed as though
Arsenal showed them too much respect in the first half. Playing this Liverpool
team can resemble a walk in the park with a lion on the loose — generally fine and
then, suddenly, not fine at all. They have regularly mauled their opponents on the
counterattack and they did so again. Firmino had twice gone close before James
Milner, who had come on for the injured Jordan Henderson, started the move for
the opening goal with a ball up the right for Salah. Rather abruptly Liverpool had
two on two. Salah’s cross deflected up off Laurent Koscielny and Coutinho, who
had burst forward to make the extra man, looped his header over Cech.

The mood among the home supporters darkened and the remainder of the first
half was an ordeal for them. Liverpool could have made the points safe. Firmino
curled inches over; Dejan Lovren should have found a team-mate following
Coutinho’s chipped free-kick and Cech denied Salah one-on-one after a slip from
Koscielny. Sadio Mané scissor-kicked the rebound just over, with Cech grounded.
The Arsenal fans jeered Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, who would come on as a late
substitute, on his first return to the club but they turned on their own players
when the half-time whistle went. They had not threatened Mignolet’s goal up to
that point. It was all too tangled and easy to telegraph from them.

It would get worse for Arsenal before it got better. Salah had worked Cech on the
break before he set off on a run from deep inside his own half, swapped passes
with Firmino and curled a trademark finish from outside the area into the bottom
corner.

Game over? It certainly looked that way. Instead Arsenal launched their fightback.
It was aided and abetted by some dreadful individual errors, the first from Gomez.
He did not see Sanchez stealing in behind him to meet Héctor Bellerin’s cross and,
when he froze, the Chilean headed home.

Worse was to come. Xhaka’s shot from distance packed a punch but it did not
seem to swerve too sharply. Mignolet stuck out a weak hand and he succeeded
only in tipping the ball into the corner of his net. The home crowd lost their
senses when Ozil scored but the last word would go to Firmino.
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The =i Wail

FIRMINO SALVAGES POINT IN THRILLER; Arsenal can't hold on after
fightback

ARSENAL Sanchez 53 Xhaka 56 Ozil 58 3 LIVERPOOL Coutinho 26 3 Salah 52
Firmino 71

WHATEVER happens over the next 14 days of holiday football, it may just be that
we have already witnessed the highlight. This was as good as it gets at the
Emirates. Yes, this game was full of holes and imperfections. In the Sky studios,
they probably could have huffed and puffed and pushed gadgets and gizmos
around screens all night. The defending was lousy, the goalkeeping occasionally
even worse and to watch both teams attack was, at times, like witnessing two
basketball teams just charging relentlessly from one end of the court to the other.
But in terms of the entertainment, excitement and drama, this was the type of
game that keeps people awake at night for the right reasons.

Liverpool should have won it. They were two ahead thanks to Philippe Coutinho
and Mo Salah with 55 minutes gone. Arsenal had been utterly wretched and, at
that stage, it looked as though Christmas may just be cancelled in this part of
North London. Then, incredibly, Arsenal could have won it. Three goals in five
minutes flew in to the Liverpool net.

Alexis Sanchez and Granit Xhaka were assisted by Liverpool's defence and
goalkeeper in that order - and then Mesut Ozil scored a truly sublime goal fit to
win any game. It would have been an incredible victory for Arsenal, deserved and
not deserved at the same time. But Arsene Wenger's team always give you a
chance, don't they? Here, they gave Liverpool several and Roberto Firmino took
one with 20 minutes left as Petr Cech couldn't keep out his powerful drive from
the edge of the area. Recent results between these teams had been one-sided
enough to suggest that Arsenal had grown phobic of playing Liverpool.

Certainly, the home team's first-half performance suggested that Wenger's
players would rather be facing absolutely anybody else.

Arsenal's home record in the Premier League this season has actually been quite
good, with only that crazy defeat here to Manchester United serving as a blot on
the record. In the opening 45 minutes here, though, they were utterly dreadful
and certainly fortunate to be only a goal down.

Rarely has a Wenger side looked so disorganised and lacking in cohesion.

Arsenal gave the ball up so easily in the centre of the field it was staggering at
times, while Wenger's decision to field young Ainsley Maitland-Niles as left-back
in a defensive four exposed him to the merciless pace and trickery of Liverpool's
Salah down that side. How Liverpool didn't go in at the break with the game
already sealed, only they will know.

Jurgen Klopp's team were admirable in their build-up play and in the relentless
nature of their pressing, but they were quite lousy in front of goal.

More often than not, Arsenal goalkeeper Cech was not required to even make a
save, so out of sync was the Liverpool compass inside the penalty area.

The goal Liverpool did score in the first half came in the 26th minute.
Predictably, it was scored by one of their so-called 'Fab Four', the impish Brazilian
Coutinho, but the real beauty of it was to be found in the pass from substitute
James Milner. Milner, who was called into action early when captain Jordan
Henderson limped off, delivered a first-time pass to send Salah away down the
right which was perfect in pace and timing.

The Egyptian had the run on Maitland-Niles immediately and though his cross was
deflected up into the air, Coutinho had run so hard to get there that he deserved
a bit of luck as the ball dropped nicely for him to head it over Cech who had
advanced expecting the ball to arrive at the Liverpoolplayer's feet.

We all knew Coutinho could kick it, but now we know he can head it, too. A goal
up, Liverpool looked hungry and Arsenal feckless.

Wenger's team looked sporadically dangerous on the break but, without the ball,
they were drowning. Firmino had come close with two far-post headers prior to
the goal and then curled a lovely right-foot shot towards the top corner in the
32nd minute, only to see the ball keep rising and skim the top of the crossbar.
Arsenal were relieved to see that one miss the target and were even more
fortunate soon after when Dejan Lovren slipped as he looked to move unmarked
on to a routine free-kick at the far post. Had the Croatian managed to divert the
ball square across goal, Liverpool players were waiting to score.

Not surprisingly, the mood was dark at the Emirates. Arsenal fans have been
growing tired of seeing their team second best. In the centre of the field, Arsenal
were lacking in competitiveness, while there were accidents waiting to happen all
across the back four. One did occur just before half-time as Laurent Koscielny
slipped to allow Salah clear. He should have scored but Cech managed to save and
Sadio Mane, for reasons best known to himself, attempted a spectacular volley on
the rebound when he could have taken the ball down and placed it. Needless to
say, he blazed over. A minute later, Liverpool were in again but when Sane
squared the ball to Salah he managed to miskick completely just eight yards from
goal. It appeared that another goal would see Liverpool home but, astonishingly,
that wasn't how it turned out. Arsenal actually began the second half as they had
played the first; giving the ball away and spending too much time trying to repair
damage inside their own defensive third.

They survived one break as Cech saved from Salah, but not another when Firmino
led the charge from his own half to feed his team-mate breaking alongside him.
Salah's shot with his left foot found the corner off substitute Shkodran Mustafi
and it seemed as thoueh Arsenal were sunk.

Single moments can change the most lop-sided of games, though, and this one
arrived almost immediately. Alexandre Lacazette's cross from the right should not
have reached Sanchez but Liverpool defender Joe Gomez hesitated critically and
the Chilean pounced to head Arsenal back in to the game. From here, what we
saw was sensational. It was full of holes and full of mistakes, but who really
cares? It was terrific to watch. Simon Mignolet should have saved the equaliser
from Xhaka two minutes later. Klopp had warned beforehand of Xhaka's power,
but maybe his goalkeeper wasn't listening. The shot was struck powerfully from
25 yards, but didn't swerve that much. Mignolet should have saved it with two
hands but waved just one at it and the ball ricocheted past him and into the net.
Cue bedlam at the Emirates. Christmas had looked as it was about to be ruined
but now the mood was transformed and now it was Liverpool who couldn't cope.
Ozil's goal made it three goals in five minutes and this one was a beauty.

The one-two the German played with Lacazette on the edge of the penalty area
was sublime enough, but the subsequent finish was even better as Ozil lifted the
ball over Mignolet and into the far corner.

Ahead for the first time, it was always going to be interesting to see how Arsenal
went about things from that point on. Would they close the game down? Do they
know how? Of course not. So it was that, as Arsenal went for goal number

four, Liverpool broke to pick them off. Firmino it was who drove a shot through
Cech's hands to equalise in the 70th minute and, in truth, it had been coming. The
former Chelsea keeper must have felt he could have done more to keep it out.
The only surprise was that there were no more goals. At full-time, the aggregate
score between these two teams in their last five league games stood at 27-17

to Liverpool. Sadly, we have to wait until next season for the next meeting.

The Daily Telegraph

Arsenal hit back to quell mutiny in six-goal feast

Arsenal 3 Sanchez 53, Xhaka 56, Ozil 58 Liverpool 3 Coutinho 26, Salah 52, Firmino
71 Att: 59,409

Christmas is supposed to be a time for miracles and, from a sporting perspective
at least, the five second-half minutes that Arsenal produced to rescue this game
was something close. They had been comprehensively outplayed, outrun and
outfought by Liverpool for almost an hour and were flattered by the 2-0 deficit.
Then, up stepped Alexis Sanchez, Granit Xhaka and Mesut Ozil and the mutiny
that was unmistakably in the air turned inexplicably to ecstasy. Liverpool did still
recover to fashion a deserved equaliser through Roberto Firmino but, having been
so dominant for so long, surely felt most aggrieved by a 3-3 draw.

It was arguably the game of the season and fabulous attacking entertainment for
the neutral, even if familiar defensive errors on both sides underlined why these
teams are probably locked in a battle to finish fourth.

Arsene Wenger might have retained faith with the team that had beaten
Newcastle United in the Premier League last week following 11 changes in the
midweek League Cup win against West Ham United but his selections still rightly
raised eyebrows. It was one thing to revert to a 4-2-3-1 formation against more
limited opposition but this was the first time he had again dared take that risk
against a team of Liverpool's potency. The suspicion that Arsenal would be
defensively vulnerable was compounded by the continuation of Xhaka and Jack
Wilshere in midfield while gambling on Ainsley Maitland-Niles at left-back against
the league's top scorer in Mo Salah.

Klopp was similarly offensive in his selections. The 'Fab Four' of Salah, Philippe
Coutinho, Firmino and Sadio Mane all started. Liverpool immediately took hold of
possession and predictably tried to target Arsenal's left-back area but Maitland-
Niles was content not to drift forward and initially held firm. Xhaka was being
asked to screen the area in front of the defence but his passing under pressure
was wayward and Arsenal were being relentlessly pinned back under Liverpool's
high press. Counter-attacks were just about their only threat and the need to
quickly chase one hopeful ball forward in the direction of Mesut Ozil was enough
to end Jordan Henderson's game with what looked like a hamstring injury.

James Milner replaced him and the basic pattern of the game was unchanged.
Liverpool's first clear chance arose when Andrew Robertson's deep back-post
cross found Firmino unmarked, only for Petr Cech, on his 100th Arsenal
appearance, to block his header.

A goal already felt inevitable and, following the breakdown of a rare Arsenal
attack, Salah was released by Milner down the right into space that had been
vacated by Maitland-Niles. Liverpoolwere fortuitous in how his cross cannoned up
off Laurent Koscielny and towards Coutinho, but his glancing header over Cech
was brilliantly executed. The very simple tactic of aerial balls into Arsenal's left-
back position remained profitable for Liverpool, with Dejan Lovren then running
onto a free-kick from Coutinho and spurning an excellent chance. Arsenal
continued to ride their luck when Koscielny slipped and inadvertently played
Salah clear on goal. Cech blocked Salah's attempted finish and the ball bobbled
back over Mane, whose acrobatic volley sailed over.

Arsenal departed for half-time with boos ringing out but Wenger's only change
was of personnel rather than formation. Nacho Monreal was replaced at centre-
back by Shkodran Mustafi and he surprisingly retained faith with all six players
further forward who had barely influenced the game.

His team duly continued to ride their luck. A quick break by Salah and Mane again
left Wilshere and Xhaka unable to respond but Arsenal were again saved by Cech,
who got down well to gather Salah's low shot. Liverpool could not keep wasting
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their chances and Salah did punish them.

There was again some luck about the finish, however, with the Egypt winger's
21st goal already this season deflecting off Mustafi and past Cech.

The Emirates was turning but then, totally against the run of play, everything
changed. Bellerin had curled his cross along the six-yard box and, with Joe Gomez
hesitating, Sanchez darted in front of him to head past Simon Mignolet.

Liverpool were visibly stunned and, having stood off Arsenal for the first time all
evening, Xhaka was allowed to shoot from 30 yards. His shot was actually aimed
straight at Mignolet but its sheer power and movement deceived

the Liverpool goalkeeper sufficiently for it to nestle just beneath the crossbar. The
momentum was now fully with Arsenal and a one-two between Ozil and
Alexandre Lacazette then quite brilliantly dissected Liverpool, with the German
applying a superb deft lob above Mignolet. The match remained wide open and,
having missed chances to even extend their improbable lead, Arsenal did again
succumb. Emre Can found Firmino completely unmarked on the edge of the
penalty area and, although Cech did get both hands to his shot, it squirmed high
into the air behind him before dropping into an empty net.

Either team might have won it in the closing minutes, but Liverpool went closest
when Salah slammed one final chance into the side-netting.

THESE
INDEPENDENT

Liverpool snatch draw after Arsenal's thrilling blitz in Christmas cracker
No-one can accuse Arsenal and Liverpool of not getting into the Christmas spirit.
The top end of the Premier League may be a haven of cut-throat capitalism but
here at the Emirates two of its biggest teams were in excessively generous mood,
gifting goal after goal to one another, producing one of the most entertaining,
unpredictable and festive matches of the whole season, never mind the Christmas
calendar. This was a game of brilliant attacking play, almost all of it by Liverpool,
some lax finishing but some of the worst defending and goalkeeping you will see
in a game between two of our biggest clubs. Neither of these teams has a
reputation for frugality and yet even here their wholesome riotous generosity was
remarkable. First Arsenal did little to stop Liverpool going 2-0 up.

Then Liverpool gifted Arsenal three goals in six farcical minutes. Then Arsenal
returned the favour allowing Liverpool to level. Little wonder that Manchester
City, Manchester United and Chelsea are the top three.

From Arsene Wenger it was the height of festive optimism, keeping the same
team and system that beat Newcastle United here on Saturday. Granit Xhaka and
Jack Wilshere are not exactly known for their defensive solidity but here they
were stationed in front of Arsenal's back four and told to repel wave after wave
of Liverpool attacks. The problem is that neither Wilshere nor Xhaka can tackle
and as the first half went on, they found it harder and harder to stop

them. Liverpool squeezed high up the pitch and when they turned it on, half way
through the first half, Arsenal simply could not get out. But without the protection
afforded by a back five, Arsenal left spaces for Liverpool to hurt them. Roberto
Firmino tested Petr Cech with one far post header and then, two minutes later,
flashed another across the box that no-one turned in.

It did not matter: one minute later another Liverpool break saw them go ahead.
James Milner and Coutinho played a one-two, taking Wilshere out of the game,
and Milner darted a pass through to Mohamed Salah. Racing forward with
Laurent Koscielny, his cross deflected off the defender, looping up for Coutinho to
head in. Every time Liverpool attacked they looked like scoring. Next time,
Milner's forward pass found Salah after Koscielny slipped. Cech saved the shot
and Sadio Mane's acrobatic follow-up whistled just over the bar. Salah miskicked
when through on goal one more time, and it was little suprirse when Shkodran
Mustafi came on at half-time. But Mustafi was powerless to stop Salah from
doubling Liverpool's lead soon after the restart. Having already had one shot
saved, Salah surged down the right, from deep inside his own half. He skipped
past Wilshere, exchanged passes with Coutinho and swerved into the box. He
meant to curl his shot round Mustafi but it took a slight nick and flew into the
bottom corner. That was 2-0 to Liverpool and they should have slowed the game
down and seen the win out. But instead they lost control, giving away three goals
in six barely believable minutes. First Hector Bellerin clipped in a cross from the
right and Joe Gomez at the far post switched off so badly that he did not realise
Sanchez was charging forward until the header was into the net.

That woke up the Arsenal players and fans, and they started to try their luck.
Three minutes later they were level. Xhaka has his flaws but he does have a
powerful left boot, not that Simon Mignolet seems to know. His hopeful 30-
yarder rocketed straight through one weak glove and into the net, another
moment of blithe Liverpool carelessness.

At 2-2 Liverpool were finally awake but the momentum was so far against them
they could do nothing to keep out the third. Ozil surged forward with the ball,
played it in to Lacazette who, holding off a defender, backheeled a return pass.
Ozil dinked the ball over Mignolet and the crowd, mutinous six minutes before,
erupted. So could Arsenal then do what Liverpool could not and hang on to the
lead? No they could not. The Liverpool equaliser was so softly preventable it
made you wonder how Arsenal had got ahead in the first place.

Salah fed Emre Can who found Firmino, just inside the box. His first touch gave
him room to shoot, but Cech should have been equal to it. Instead one soft hand,
worse than Mignolet's error at the opposite end, allowed the ball to loop up and
into the net.

That was the last goal, as close as Salah and then Sanchez went at the very end.
Neither side could take the three points, but then neither side deserved them.

DAILY

MATCH OF THE SLEIGH

THE fireworks are guaranteed in this fixture and neither side disappointed in yet
another goalfest which will go down as a Christmas classic.

Quite whether either of the managers will remember it like that is another matter
but their teams served up six goals, incredible rollercoaster entertainment and it
showed up everything good and bad about both Arsenal and Liverpool.
Liverpool's Fab Four ripped the Gunners to shreds before Arsene Wenger's men
produced an incredible fight back - only for it all to end up even.

It was hard to catch your breath at times and remember who was winning, who
was losing and yet it was a stunning game.

Arsenal were horribly embarrassed in the first half. They looked a shambles, and
what did Wenger really expect when he played a rookie midfielder out of position
at left-back against Europe's deadliest forward? Hardly surprising then that
Mohamed Salah took poor Ainsley Maitland-Niles apart.

It was the youngster who was caught out of position on Liverpool's 26th-minute
opener.

James Milner drove forward, Salah's cross was deflected off Laurent Koscielny and
there, rather saying everything about Arsenal's defence, was pint-sized Brazilian
Philippe Coutinho to head home.

Liverpool should have been out of sight at half time. Roberto Firmino and Sadio
Mane both wasting giltedged chances and it was no wonder that Arsenal were
booed off at the break. They had been awful.

When Liverpool went 2-0 up on 52 minutes you really thought it was going to turn
toxic inside the Emirates. Poor Maitland-Niles was caught in possession, Milner
led a break and found Salah and the Egyptian's shot deflected in off Shkodran
Mustafi and beyond Petr Cech's despairing dive.

But the next 388 seconds was just incredible, fantasy, breathtaking stuff. That was
how long it took for Arsenal to come back from the dead to somehow go into a 3-
2 lead.

Hector Bellerin's right-wing cross found Alexis Sanchez racing in at the back post,
Liverpool's Joe Gomez switched off and the Chile forward then headed home in
the 53rd minute.

Three minutes later, Arsenal were level. Alex Iwobi fed Granit Xhaka and the Swiss
midfielder, who had been having a stinker, hit a fierce swerving drive which flew
past Liverpool keeper Simon Mignolet as he flapped horribly at the ball.

Suddenly the Emirates was alive and the atmosphere was pumping.

Arsenal had their tails up, they closed down Liverpool, won possession and
Alexandre Lacazette's lovely back-heel set up Ozil who cleverly lifted it over
Mignolet.

Such a glorious goal and suddenly Arsenal thought victory, from the jaws of
defeat, was going to be theirs.

Well, you didn't expect them to be able to hang on did you? No, of course not.
Salah and Emre Can combined in the 71st minute, the ball was threaded through
for Firmino and he smashed in a shot. Even though Cech got a big hand to it, the
ball looped up and fell into the net.

It was a surreal match, an incredible advert for the Premier League and a
reminder that these two always produce a thriller.
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Glorious strengths and glaring weaknesses laid bare on rollercoaster
night in the capital

Christmas may be a time for giving but this was ridiculous.

Liverpool and Arsenal dished out gifts aplenty as they served up a festive classic at
the Emirates. By the time Martin Atkinson brought a breathless contest to a
conclusion Kopites didn't know whether to laugh or cry.

Liverpool's glorious strengths and glaring weaknesses had been laid bare on a
rollercoaster night in the capital. This should have been the major scalp Jurgen
Klopp has craved to really back up the progress of recent months.

Philippe Coutinho's first-half header and Mohamed Salah's 21st goal of the season
early in the second half was scant reward for their dominance.

The Reds should have been out of sight. Arsenal were being comprehensively
outclassed and the mood around the Emirates was mutinous.

But from a position of total control, the visitors imploded. So much for that new-
found defensive resilience. Old habits really do die hard.

A team which had only conceded four goals in nine Premier League matches
capitulated and shipped three in the space of five manic minutes.

Alexis Sanchez, Granit Xhaka and Mesut Ozil cashed in on some woeful defending
and goalkeeping. It was reminiscent of events in Seville last month.

Liverpool were on the ropes and facing a demoralising defeat in the face. This
would have been a body blow which you don't easily shake off. Their top-four
hopes would have taken a battering. Yet from the depths of despair, the Reds
rallied and Roberto Firmino rescued a share of the spoils courtesy of Petr Cech's
generosity. Their unbeaten run now stretches to 13 matches and they have scored
three or more in five successive away league games for the first time in their
history. It's hardly doom and gloom but you can't expect to make the leap from
entertainers to trophy winners when you perform like this. There has to be more
nous, you have to manage games better than this.

The team sheet represented a statement of intent from Klopp as he was bold and
unleashed his 'Fab Four'. With Sadio Mane recalled and Coutinho shifted into an
advanced central midfield role there was no room in the starting line up for Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain on his return to the Emirates. The presence of Emre Can, who
was back after suspension, gave Coutinho a licence to press forward and wreak
havoc. Liverpool started slowly with Klopp on the touchline pleading for more
composure. They were forced into an early reshuffle as captain Jordan Henderson
limped off holding his hamstring and James Milner replaced him.

Arsenal looked reluctant to seize the initiative, wary of over-committing players
forward in the knowledge of what Liverpool had done to them on the counter at
Anfield back in August. Liverpool belatedly settled and started to move the ball
with much greater precision. Andy Robertson delivered a beauty to the far post
where Firmino's header was pushed behind by Cech.

Simon Mignolet saved at the feet of Sanchez but Liverpool defended expertly in
the first half with Dejan Lovren shining once again. The Croatian won his aerial
battles and made a crucial challenge on Alexandre Lacazette.

The pressure was growing with Mane and Coutinho leading the charge with some
classy interplay. Firmino headed wastefully wide but Liverpool got the
breakthrough they deserved on 26 minutes.

Milner played a one-two with Coutinho and sent Salah scampering away down the
right. The little magician wasn't tracked as he burst intelligently into the box.
Salah's pass deflected off Laurent Koscielny and bounced up perfectly for
Coutinho, who reacted smartly to nod over Cech.

It continued Coutinho's remarkable record on his travels. He has now scored nine
and provided seven assists in his last 11 away games for the Reds.

If this is the long goodbye as Barcelona wait in the wings then Coutinho looks
intent on taking the same route as Luis Suarez by going out with a bang.

Once in front, Liverpool threatened to run away with it and only some wretched
finishing kept Arsenal in the contest before the break.

Firmino dropped to his knees after cutting inside and unleashing a right-footer
which flew agonisingly over the bar.

The hosts were all over the shop defensively. Lovren should have presented Mane
with a tap-in after latching on to Coutinho's free-kick but scuffed it behind.

The chances kept on coming. A blunder from Koscielny gave Salah a clear run on
goal but his effort was tame and Cech made the block. The rebound dropped
kindly to Mane but his acrobatic volley flashed over.

Klopp couldn't hide his frustration on the touchline. The contest should have been
over as Arsenal were booed off at the interval.

Liverpool started the second half in similar fashion. Salah was thwarted by Cech
after a breathtaking breakaway but moments later the Egyptian made no mistake.
The weight on the pass from Firmino was exquisite and Salah's strike flicked off
substitute Shkodran Mustafi and nestled in the corner. The Reds were cruising and
the natives were restless. But out of nowhere Klopp's men fell apart.

All three goals were painfully avoidable. For the first, Joe Gomez hesitated at the
back post and paid the price as Sanchez stole in to nod home Hector Bellerin's
cross. Suddenly, the atmosphere was transformed. The equaliser was a calamity
for Mignolet. Xhaka's fierce 25-yarder swerved but it was straight down the
middle. Mignolet stuck up his left arm but only succeeded in flapping it behind

away cheaply and then Can failed to track Ozil, who exchanged passes with
Lacazette and coolly clipped past Mignolet.

Klopp looked stunned by the debacle unfolding in front of him. The Reds had lost
their shape and they had lost their heads. To their credit, they dug deep. The
tireless Milner provided some leadership and they regained a foothold in the
contest. Mane went close with a volley and with 19 minutes to go Liverpool
restored parity thanks to Cech's blunder. Firmino's effort from the edge of the box
should have been dealt with but the keeper made a hash of it.

Klopp sent on Gini Wijnaldum and Oxlade-Chamberlain in search of a winner. Salah
went closest when he found the side-netting.

Liverpool had played their part in a cracker but for Kopites this was bitter-sweet.
MATCH FACTS

Arsenal : Cech, Bellerin, Monreal (Mustafi 45), Koscielny, Maitland-Niles, Xhaka,
Wilshere, Iwobi (Welbeck 78), Ozil, Sanchez (Walcott 89), Lacazette.

Not used : Ospina, Kolasinac, Coquelin, ElIneny.

Liverpool : Mignolet, Gomez, Lovren, Klavan, Robertson, Can, Henderson (Milner
14), Coutinho (Oxlade-Chamberlain 84), Salah, Mane (Wijnaldum 80), Firmino.
Not used : Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Lallana, Solanke.

Referee : Martin Atkinson Attendance : 59,409

Goals : Coutinho 26, Salah 52, Sanchez 53, Xhaka 56, Ozil 58, Firmino 71
Bookings : Iwobi

Man of the match : James Milner. Impressive shift from the vice-captain.

Evening Standard

Premier League rivals see out thrilling draw as Gunners score three
goals in six minutes

Arsenal and Liverpool kicked off the Premier League’s festive season with a
cracker of a match, playing out a 3-3 draw at the Emirates.

The Gunners seemed to be falling apart when Philippe Coutinho and Mohamed
Salah gave the visitors a 2-0 lead only for a stunning five minute period to see
Arsenal snatch a 3-2 lead - but they were denied victory as Roberto Firmino struck
20 minutes from time.

With Jurgen Klopp having named all of his ‘Fab Four’ of Coutinho, Sadio Mane,
Salah and Firmino, Arsene Wenger’s decision to name a back four without Sead
Kolasinac and Shkodran Mustafi seemed an unnecessary gamble.

In their place, repurposed midfielder Ainsley Maitland-Niles was deployed at left
back - tasked with holding back the league’s top scorer in Salah - and Nacho
Monreal continued at centre back. Wenger’s wager backfired.

It did not immediately seem that would be the case: Alexandre Lacazette
spearheaded a high press and Liverpool looked spooked, particularly when
captain Jordan Henderson pumped the ball off the pitch and made his way to the
bench to be replaced by James Milner.

But Liverpool soon discovered Arsenal’s soft underbelly, woefully protected by
Granit Xhaka and the rest of a disorganised midfield Jack Wilshere could not hold
together. Maitland-Niles was remorselessly targeted, bullied in the air by Firmino,
who twice headed crosses from the left just wide.

The breakthrough came soon after as Arsenal once more threw too many men
forward. Salah led the counter, his cross deflecting off Koscielny and onto the
head of Coutinho, who flicked past Petr Cech as Wilshere and Granit Xhaka
watched on.

Liverpool should have wrapped the game up before the interval: Mane
acrobatically volleyed over with only Hector Bellerin guarding the goal-line; Salah
shanked a strike at goal backwards. It would cost the Reds dearly, but you
wouldn’t have known when the Egyptian drove through the absentee Arsenal
midfield before curling past Cech to make it 2-0.

Then within 388 second-half seconds, Arsenal were in the lead: Alexis Sanchez
snuck in front of Joe Gomez to head home the goal that gave them hope;Xhaka’s
hit-and-hope strike saw Simon Mignolet meekly tip the ball onwards to the goal,
then Mesut Ozil combined with Alexandre Lacazette to unleash pandemonium at
the Emirates.

Amid Arsenal’s defensive travails Cech had been superb, denying Mane moments
after Liverpool had earned the lead. But he was cruelly punished when his
defence again gave an opponent the space to turn and shoot on the edge of the
area. Cech got a glove on the strike but not enough to deny Firmino as the ball
looped into the net.

It seemed implausible that the final 20 minutes would not bring another goal, but
a game full of surprises had one more as both defences somehow held firm to
claim a point apiece.
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Roberto Firmino's powerful finish earned Liverpool a draw in an incredible
Premier League encounter that had seen Arsenal score three goals in just five
second-half minutes.

The Gunners had been trailing 2-0 after Philippe Coutinho scored his first headed
league goal in England before Mohamed Salah added a second early in the second
half with a deflected strike.

But Arsenal suddenly came alive as Alexis Sanchez headed in Hector Bellerin's
cross from close range before Granit Xhaka's thumping strike was too powerful
for Simon Mignolet's weak save.

Barely two minutes later Mesut Ozil put Arsenal ahead with a neat clip over
Mignolet.

Play swung from one end of the pitch to the other at blistering pace, with both
sides looking capable of scoring with every attack.

But it was Liverpool who had the final say in one of the most thrilling Premier
League encounters in years as Petr Cech could only take the sting out of Firmino's
shot and the ball bounced over the line.

The point meant Liverpool held onto fourth place, with Arsenal remaining fifth - a
point behind the Reds.

This had looked like being a routine win for Liverpool after a dominant first half.
They led through Coutinho's clever header and should have had more but for
some uncharacteristically wasteful finishing by Sadio Mane and Salah.

However, it was not long until the Premier League's top scorer had his 15th of the
season, and so began an incredible six minutes...

52 mins: Salah races on to Firmino's superb pass and makes it 2-0 with a deflected
finish. Arsenal, who have not had a single shot on target, look beaten.

53 mins: Out of nowhere, Arsenal are back in it. Sanchez is well placed to nod in
Bellerin's cross from close range.

56 mins: What's going on!? Arsenal are level! Xhaka tries his luck from 25 yards
and the ball fizzes through Mignolet's hand.

58 mins: Goals! Goals! Goals! Arsenal are ahead as Ozil is on to Alexandre
Lacazette's backheel before clipping the ball over Mignolet.

'Fab Four' deliver but defence doesn't

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp is not too keen on the 'Fab Four' nickname that has
been given to his attacking quartet of Coutinho, Salah, Mane and Firmino, but he
might have to develop an acceptance for it as they continue to dominate the
headlines.

Three of them scored in this game and, in truth, all four should have been on the
scoresheet, with Mane going for the acrobatic with a first-half scissor kick with
Cech beaten.

The quartet have now collectively accounted for 29 of Liverpool's past 34 goals
and while the Reds' attacking strength cannot be questioned - they have scored at
least three goals in their past four Premier League away games - the defence can.
Liverpool had conceded 16 goals in their first nine league games and while they
had stemmed the tide in the games since the 4-1 defeat by Tottenham at the end
of October, familiar frailties arose in this encounter as players switched off after
conceding, while Mignolet should have done better with Xhaka's effort.

A tale of two halves for Arsenal

David de Gea's saves against Arsenal for Manchester United earlier this month
appeared to have had a long-lasting impact on the Gunners.

Since Jose Mourinho's side beat them 3-1 at the start of the month - with De Gea
making 14 saves that day - Arsenal had struggled to convert shots into goals,
having 56 attempts in the three Premier League games before Liverpool's visit,
putting 12 of those on target and scoring just twice.

It was more of the same in the first half of this game as Mignolet enjoyed once of
the easiest 45 minutes of his career. Arsenal managed just one shot - and that
was wide of goal - but all that changed in the second half as they scored from all
but one of their shots on target.

The Gunners were no doubt helped by Liverpool's poor defensive performance,
but Arsene Wenger praised the character of his side to stage such a fightback.

"In the first half we were paralysed and frozen," said Wenger. "We gave too many
balls away and looked second best everywhere.

"In the second half we have shown quality, character and played at our level."
Man of the match - Roberto Firmino

'Point is the minimum we deserve'

It feels strange to only get a point - Klopp

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp: "You need to be angry with yourself, not sad or
insecure. We came back into the game and scored our third. The point is the
minimum we deserve. Because of the intensity of the game it was not easy to
create clearer chances. When you get a point at Arsenal it is usually OK but after
this give me a few minutes to get there.

"Three goals at Arsenal should be enough. We defended most of the time pretty
well. We did not give space away. After they score the first and the second, it is
not easy but we need to deal with these situations better."

Another high-scoring encounter - the stats

There have been 27 goals scored in the past five Premier League meetings
between these teams (10 for Arsenal, 17 for Liverpool) at an average of 5.4 per
game.

Liverpool have scored 54 away goals in all competitions in 2017, their most in a
calendar year since 1982 (66).

There were just 388 seconds between Mo Salah putting Liverpool 2-0 ahead and
Mesut Ozil scoring to make it 3-2 to Arsenal.

Arsenal have conceded seven goals in two league games against Liverpool this
season - in only one Premier League campaign have they conceded more against
an opponent (10 against Man Utd in 2011-12).

Since Jurgen Klopp's first Premier League match in charge in October 2015,
Liverpool's games have seen 279 goals scored (174 for, 105 against), more than
any other club.

Philippe Coutinho has been involved in 16 goals in 11 away matches in all
competitions (nine goals, seven assists).

Coutinho scored his 53rd goal for Liverpool in all competitions - however, this was
his first headed goal for the Reds.

Roberto Firmino has been involved in eight goals in his past five Premier League
appearances against Arsenal (five goals, three assists).

Firmino has also scored and assisted in each of his past three Premier League
games against the Gunners.

What next?

Arsenal have a bit of time to enjoy the Christmas break. They are next in action on
28 December when they travel to Crystal Palace (20:00 GMT). Liverpool,
meanwhile, have a shorter turnaround because they host Swansea on Boxing Day
(17:30 GMT).
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Match ends, Arsenal 3, Liverpool 3.

90'+5' Second Half ends, Arsenal 3, Liverpool 3.

90'+4' Attempt missed. Mesut Ozil (Arsenal left footed shot from the left side of the box
is high and wide to the left.

90'+4' Alexandre Lacazette (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

90'+4' Foul by Andrew Robertson (Liverpool.

90'+3' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ainsley Maitland-Niles.

90'+2' Offside, Arsenal. Ainsley Maitland-Niles tries a through ball, but Mesut Ozil is
caught offside.

90'+2' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Simon Mignolet.

89' Substitution, Arsenal. Theo Walcott replaces Alexis Sanchez.

89' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the
box is close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum following a fast
break.

86' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Héctor Bellerin.

85' Granit Xhaka (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

85' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

84' Substitution, Liverpool. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain replaces Philippe Coutinho.

82' Alexandre Lacazette (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

82' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

80' Substitution, Liverpool. Georginio Wijnaldum replaces Sadio Mané.

79' Offside, Liverpool. James Milner tries a through ball, but Mohamed Salah is caught
offside.

79' Foul by Jack Wilshere (Arsenal.

79' Simon Mignolet (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

78' Substitution, Arsenal. Danny Welbeck replaces Alex Iwobi.

78' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Simon Mignolet.

78' Attempt saved. Héctor Bellerin (Arsenal right footed shot from the right side of the
box is saved in the top right corner. Assisted by Mesut Ozil.

76' Mesut Ozil (Arsenal wins a free kick on the right wing.

76' Foul by Andrew Robertson (Liverpool.

74' Hand ball by Héctor Bellerin (Arsenal.

74' Ainsley Maitland-Niles (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

74' Foul by Mohamed Salah (Liverpool.

73' Attempt saved. Emre Can (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is saved in
the centre of the goal. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross.

72' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ainsley Maitland-Niles.

71' Goal! Arsenal 3, Liverpool 3. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool left footed shot from the
centre of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Emre Can.

70' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ainsley Maitland-Niles.

68' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Ragnar Klavan.

64' Attempt blocked. Alexandre Lacazette (Arsenal left footed shot from outside the box
is blocked. Assisted by Alexis Sanchez.

63' Foul by Granit Xhaka (Arsenal.

63' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

62' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box is
saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho.

61' Attempt missed. Granit Xhaka (Arsenal left footed shot from the centre of the box
misses to the left. Assisted by Alexis Sanchez.

61' Foul by Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal.

61' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing.

58' Goal! Arsenal 3, Liverpool 2. Mesut Ozil (Arsenal left footed shot from the left side of
the six yard box to the centre of the goal. Assisted by Alexandre Lacazette with a
through ball.

58' Alex lwobi (Arsenal is shown the yellow card for a bad foul.

58' Foul by Alex lwobi (Arsenal.

58' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

57' Offside, Arsenal. Héctor Bellerin tries a through ball, but Alexandre Lacazette is
caught offside.

56' Goal! Arsenal 2, Liverpool 2. Granit Xhaka (Arsenal left footed shot from outside the
box to the high centre of the goal. Assisted by Alex Iwobi.

53' Goal! Arsenal 1, Liverpool 2. Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal header from the left side of the
six yard box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Héctor Bellerin with a cross.

52' Goal! Arsenal 0, Liverpool 2. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside
the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino.

49' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Alex lwobi.

48' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the
box is saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané.

48' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Emre Can.

47' Laurent Koscielny (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

47' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

46' Jack Wilshere (Arsenal wins a free kick in the attacking half.

46' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool.

45' Substitution, Arsenal. Shkodran Mustafi replaces Nacho Monreal.

Second Half begins Arsenal 0, Liverpool 1.

45'+4' First Half ends, Arsenal 0, Liverpool 1.

44" Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box
is just a bit too high.

44' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the
box is saved in the bottom left corner.

41' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool.

41' Jack Wilshere (Arsenal wins a free kick in the attacking half.

38' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

38' Foul by Jack Wilshere (Arsenal.

37' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by James Milner.

37' Attempt blocked. Mesut Ozil (Arsenal left footed shot from outside the box is
blocked.

36' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool.

36' Alexandre Lacazette (Arsenal wins a free kick in the attacking half.

35' Delay over. They are ready to continue.

34' Delay in match Nacho Monreal (Arsenal because of an injury.

34' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

34' Foul by Nacho Monreal (Arsenal.

32' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of
the box is just a bit too high. Assisted by Sadio Mané.

30' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is
saved in the centre of the goal.

29' Attempt blocked. Alexandre Lacazette (Arsenal right footed shot from outside the
box is blocked. Assisted by Alexis Sanchez.

28' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Dejan Lovren.

26' Goal! Arsenal 0, Liverpool 1. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool header from very close
range to the bottom left corner.

24' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is
close, but misses to the left. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross.

23' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool.

23' Jack Wilshere (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half.

22' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Petr Cech.

22' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the right side of the six yard
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Andrew Robertson with a cross.
15' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Laurent Koscielny.

14' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box
misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah.

13' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half.

13' Foul by Granit Xhaka (Arsenal.

13' Substitution, Liverpool. James Milner replaces Jordan Henderson because of an
injury.

11' Delay over. They are ready to continue.

9' Delay in match Jordan Henderson (Liverpool because of an injury.

7' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Ainsley Maitland-Niles.

6' Offside, Arsenal. Nacho Monreal tries a through ball, but Laurent Koscielny is caught
offside.

5' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Emre Can.

4' Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal wins a free kick on the left wing.

4' Foul by Joseph Gomez (Liverpool.

4' Attempt missed. Granit Xhaka (Arsenal left footed shot from outside the box misses
to the right. Assisted by Alexandre Lacazette.

4' Attempt blocked. Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal right footed shot from outside the box is
blocked. Assisted by Jack Wilshere.

1' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half.

1' Foul by Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal.

First Half begins.

Lineups are announced and players are warming up.
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